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FOREWORD

When the 1986 update of the Census figures became available it was clear that the profile of sole
parents in New Zealand was going through a dramatic period of change.

It was at that stage that ] asked the Department of Social Welfare to update the 1986 study as soon
as the material from the 1991 Census was available.

This report contains a complete analysis of the profile of New Zealand’s sole parent population. Its
main conclusion is that the sole parent population is not a single group of people in similar
circumstancesbuta diverse range of groups of people who aresole parents for different reasons and
who have different support needs in orderto plan positive furtures for themselves and their families.

This is a valuable resource tool which should be useful to Government, Government departments
and the New Zealand community alike.

“tuSL \/\7

Jenny Shipley
Minister of Social Welfare
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SUMMARY

The sole parent population increased rapidly over the 1976-1991 period, until a quarter of all
families with children were one parent families by 1991. The increase has been particularly rapid
in the Maori population, with 44% of all Maori families with children being one parent families in
1991. This compares with 32% of Pacific Islands families and 18% of European famjlies.

While the sole parent population is a heterogeneous one, when compared with partnered parents
sole parents generally showed characteristics of disadvantage in terms of employment, income
education and housing tenure. Within the population of sole parents, 29% were Maori and these
sole parents stood out as the disadvantaged of the disadvantaged in terms of the same variables,
although Pacific Islands sole parents shared similar characteristics of disadvantage.

Over the 1976-1991 period the trend has been for an increased rate of benefit take-up amongst sole
parents and a decreased rate of paid employment. In 1991 only 21% of sole parents were in full-time
paid employment {compared with 27% in 1986). Partnered mothers, on the other hand, increased
their rate of paid employmentbetween 1976 and 1991, in spite of the general rise in unemployment.
The three factors most strongly associated with the employment rate of sole parents were gender,
educational background and age of youngest child. Different combinations of these variables
resulted in a2 wide range of full-ime employment rates, from 3% to 73%.

Of the marital status groups, never married sole parents have increased fastest from 10% of all sole
parents in 1976 to 36% in 1991. Widowed sole parents have decreased from 24% to 8% of the sole
parent population over the same period. Separated or divorced sole parents made up the majority
of sole parents (56% in 1991). The majority of separated, divorced or widowed sole parents lived
inan owner-occupied dwelling, whereas the majority of never married sole parentslived in a rental
dwelling.

The population of sole fathers grew faster than that of sole mothers between 1986 and 1991, from
13% of all sole parents to 16%. The rate of full-time employment of sole fathers has decreased
substantially, from 81% in 1976 to 44% in 1991. For sole mothers the decrease was from 25% in 1976
to 17% in 1991.

The majority (53%) of sole parents had one child only in 1991, compared with a third (34%) of two
parent families. Although sole parents were more likely to have older children than two parent
families, the proportion of sole parents with a child aged less than 5 years has increased markedly
from 35% in 1986 to 42% in 1991,



Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

In 1992 the Social Policy Agency published a profile of sole parents based on the 1986 Census. This
report updates that profile with information from the 1991 Census. The one parent family
population in New Zealand has more than doubled during the fifteen years from 1976 to 1991, even
though the total number of families with children has declined over the same period. This growth
is due primarily to an increase in marriage breakdown, and secondarily to an increased proportion
of children born ex-nuptially being kept by their birthmothers, rather than being adopted. The
majority of sole parents receive income support in the form of Domestic Purposes Benefits,
Unemployment Benefits or Widow’s Benefits, so the sole parent population is of particular interest
to the Department of Social Welfare.

Some earlier New Zealand work has examined the sole parent population, but has tended to
concentrate on specific issues (such as income or employment) rather than providing a general
profile of the sole parent population. The 1986 Census profile was designed to expand and update
information available from previous New Zealand studies, and this present profile represents a
further update using the same approach.

Two other studies have used Census data: one to make comparisons between sole parents in
employment and those not employed; and the other to make comparisons between sole parent and
two parent families. Mowbray and Khan (1983) used 1976 and 1981 Census data to make
comparisons between sole parent families and two parent families with regard to their material
standard of living,

Dominick, Rochford, and Robb (1988) also used 1981 Census data, along with Department of Social
Welfare records, to examine factors which were associated with the employment status of sole
parents. That report, which brought together for publication a collection of papers which had
originally been produced in 1984, also contained a review of literature concerning sole parents and
employment.

In addition to these studies using Census data, the Statistics Unit of the Department of Social
Welfare produced a profile of the Domestic Purposes Beneficiary population based on its own
collection of benefit statistics' for the year ending 31 March 1985. This profile was limited by the
range of variables collected as part of the Department’s statistical collection system (for example,
ethnicinformation was not collected until recently), and was restricted to those members of the sole
parent population who were receiving benefits. For a more general picture of sole parents, these
statistics would need to be putalongside the characteristics of sole parents who do not receive Social
Welfare benefits.

Some interview studies of sole parents have also been carried out in New Zealand, which havebeen
directed at in-depth investigation of particular issues. Wylie (1980) interviewed 82 female sole
parents, and examined factors affecting the present and planned employment of these women.
Shipley (1982) interviewed 12 sole parents who wanted paid work, as part of a wider study of the
relationship between employment and women’s domestic and family roles. She explored the
characteristics and work histories of women in the labour force, and examined the effects of
unemployment on the women and their children.

In a recent study by Levine, Wyn and Asiasiga (1993), 95 sole parents were interviewed about
factors affecting their labour force participation, and critical issues were identified for the develop-
ment of policy to facdilitate the entry of sole parents into the paid labour force.

The present study covers the whole of the sole parent population, and has a more general intention,
aiming to provide a socio-demographic profile of that population. Using data from previous
Censuses, a picture of trends in the sole parent population over the fifteen years from 1976 to 1991

1 This profile was produced as an in-house document for internal use within the Department of Social Welfare, but copies
are available from the Management Information Systems Unit of the Department on request.
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is built up. Since the sole parent population is not homogeneous, the report also makes some
comparisons between various sub-groups of sole parents, so that the characteristics of particular
sub-groups can be identified. Marital status, ethnic group, and employment status comparisons
have been made in this way.

Before going on to describe the findings of the study, the next section provides an account of the
methodology used to extract the data from the Census file, and gives details of the definitions of the
variables reported upon in later sections.



Chapter 2
METHODOLOGY

2.1 The Census File

The 1991 tables presented in this report were obtained from the Department of Statistics’ 1991
Census 100% file. This file contains all Census records, not just a sample, so there is no sampling
error. Thus, the number of one and two parent families and their characteristics can be tabulated.

The information from 1976-1986 was obtained from special Census files known as farnily files. The
1976 and 1981 family files were produced from 10% samples and weighted up to give estimates of
total population figures. As a result, the totals for 1976 and 1981 given in tables in the Appendix and
reported in the following section on trends in the sole parent population do not always exactly
match those published by the Department of Statistics. The 1986 famity file comprised a 10% sample
of European-only families which was weighted up to produce total population estimates, plusa full
count of families of persons from other ethnic groups. The 1986 figures were randomly rounded to
the nearest multiple of 3 in order to protect the confidentiality of the non-Europeans in each cell. In
consequence, the 1986 totals do not always exactly match those previously published by the
Department of Statistics. The 1991 figures were all randomly rounded to the nearest multiple of 3
for reasons of confidentiality.

2.2 Missing Data

There is also some apparent inconsistency between the totals for 1991 in different 1991 tables
presented in the Appendix to the report. This is due either to missing data or to the random
rounding precedure. Some data are missing because some respondents failed to answer some
questions on the Census form.

For ease of interpretation, only percentage values have been included in the tables. Numbers are
giveninthe column totals so that the approximate numbers in each cell can becalculated if required.
The percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole value, and as a result they do not always
sum exactly to 100%.

2.3 Sampling Error

As a result of the sampling procedure used in creating the family files, the figures from the 1976-
86 Censuses presented in the trends section of this report may be subject to some error. In general
terms, the smaller the cell size is, the greater the expected error would be. Hence, small percentage
differences between cells containing smalil numbers of cases may not be statistically significantand
should be treated with caution. The tables from the 1976 and 1981 Census files are most affected by
sampling error. The 1986 tables included a full count of non-European families (which amounted
t0 33% of all one parent families and 26% of all two parent families). This eliminated the chance of
error among the non-European groups, and reduced it for the overall study sample. Since all the
1991 Census information is drawn from the 100% file, there is no sampling error affecting the 1991
figures presented in this report. '

2.4 Family Definitions
As with the previous profile from the 1986 Census, the following definitions were adopted for the
purposes of the present study. The definition of “family” is based on the presence of dependent

children. This is at variance with the standard Census definition of family, but it was considered that
these families were of most interest to the Department of Social Welfare.



Sole parent,
A parent without a partner, and with one or more dependent children.

Sole parent family.

A sole parent and dependent children, with or without adult children. A sole parent living with
adult children only was not defined as a family for the purposes of the present study. If adult
children were present in addition to dependent children, however, they were counted as members
of the family.

Two parent family. .

To qualifyasa family for the purposes of this study, a couple must have had one or more dependent
children. Inthis event, adult children (if present) were also counted in the family. However, acouple
living with adult children only was not defined as a family for the purposes of this study.

Dependent children.

Persons present in the dwelling at the date of the Census and aged less than 16 years, or aged 16-
18 yearsand still at school. Also inchided werethose temporarily absent from thedwellingand aged
less than 16 years.

Adult children. ’

Persons presentin the dwelling at the date of theCensus aged 19 yearsand over, oraged 16-18 years
and notatschool. Also included were those temporarily absent from the dwelling and over 15 years
of age.

2.5 Variables

In extracting the tables from the Census files for this study, 16 variables were defined. These
variables fell into four broad groupings, as follows:

Farmdly Type
1. Number of parents
2. Number of dependent children
3. Age of youngest child

Demographic
4, Sex
5. Age
6. Education
7. Ethnicity -

8. Marital status
Living Arrangements

2 Household type

10.  Tenure of dwelling

11.  Location of dwelling
Employment and Income

12. Hours employed

13.  Employment status



14. Occupation ~—
15. Income
16. Income support received

These variables were defined so as to correspond as closely as possible to the definitions used in the
previous profile from the 1986 Census, thus allowing for comparability between the two profiles.

2.6 Education

The education variable defined for this study and the previous study has three categories. The first
category contains all those who had completed a tertiary qualification. The second category
contains those who had not gained a tertiary qualification, but had gained a secondary school
qualification. A secondary qualification refers to completed courses only and may include one or
two passes in School Certificate, a full pass in School Certificate, 6th Form Certificate, Matriculation,
University Entrance, Higher School Certificate, Higher Leaving Certificate, University Bursary or
Scholarship. A tertiary qualification means a qualification gained since leaving school, including
all completed certificates, degrees or diplomas obtained, regardless of the nature of the qualifica-
tion, i.e,, educational, vocational or personal interest.

Those who have gained no secondary school or tertiary qualification form the third category in the
tables. It should be noted that persons who did not specify whether they had a secondary, tertiary
or no qualification are also included in this category. The inference was made that the absence of
a qualification would have been the major reason for not responding to this Census question, and
the close similarity of the “no qualification” and “not specified” groups on other characteristics
supported this view.

2.7 Ethnicity

Four categories of ethnicity were defined for sole parents: European, Maori, Pacific Islands, and
other. In cases of mixed ethnicity, the following rules were used: any person of Maori ethricity was
classified as a Maori. Any person who was not classified as Maori and who was of mixed ethnicity
including Pacific Islands was classified as of Pacific Islands ethnicity. Those who were of mixed
ethnicity excluding Maori and Pacific Islands were classified as being of “other” etluucxty No one
of mixed ethnicity (in terms of these categories) was classified as European.

Thesame basic classification was used for the ethnicity of parents in two parent families where both
parents were of the same ethnicity. Where the parents were from different ethnic groups they were
classified as “Maori and non-Maori” if one parent was Maori; as Pacific Islands if neither parent was
Maori and one was of Pacific Islands ethnicity; and as “other” if neither parent was of Maori or
PacificIslands ethnicity. They were categorised as European only if both parents were of European
ethnicity.

The same classification was also used for the ethnicity of the dependent children in the family.
Where there were children of different ethnicity in the same family, then the same rules were
applied as for parents of different ethnicity.

2.8 Marital Status

This variable has three categories: “never married”, “separated/divorced” and “widowed”. The
Department of Social Welfare has another category in its DPB statistics, that of “living apart from
de facto spouse”. However, the Census classification of marital status uses the legal definition of
marriage which excludes de facto relationships. Therefore, sole parents who became sole parents
through the break up of de facto relationships, will be classified by their legal marital status. Judging
by Census information on those in de facto relationships, in the majority of cases this is likely to be
“never marri



2.9 Household Type
Five household types have been generated in the tables:

i One family with dependent child/ren only
ii  One family with dependent and adult children

it One family with dependent children (with or without adult children), plus individual
relatives

iv. One family with dependent children {with or without adult children), plus unrelated indi-
viduals
v Two or more families

If a family lives in a household which does not include any other persons or families, then it will
fall into ore of the first two categories, as appropriate, If the household includes other person/s but
notanother family, then it will appearin either of categoriesiii oriv, asappropriate. If the household
includes both relatives and non-relatives of the family, then it will appear in category iii. In any case
where a household includes more than one family, regardless of whether the families are related
and regardless of any other relatives and/or non-relatives who might also be living in the
household, that household will appear in category v.

The definition of a family is somewhat broader with respect to the second family in a two family
household than it is in the case of single family households. Married couples without dependent
children and sole parents living with adult children only also qualify as second families for the
purpose of defining two family households.

2.10 Tenure of Dwelling

This variable describes the nature of the tenure on the dwelling in which the family resides. The five
categories of tenure are: owned with mortgage; owned without mortgage; rented privately; rented
from a public authority; and rent free. Where a dwelling was owner-occupied, it does not
necessarily follow that it was the sole parent who held the mortgage or freehold title.

2.11 Location of Dwelling

The location of dwellings was classified into rural and urban areas, with the urban areas being
further classified into main, secondary and minor urban areas. These locations are defined as
follows: '

Main urban areas.
These are population centres of 30,000 or more encompassing a major city or borough and the
suburban areas belonging to the centre.

Secondary urban areas. ,
These are defined in a similar way to main urban areas except that the population ranges between
16,000 and 29,999.

Minor urban areas.
All other towns with a population of 1,000 or more which are not included in a main or secondary
urban area fall into this category.

Rural areas.
These comprise areas not classified as urban, including towns of less than 1,000 population, county
territory not classified as urban, and extra-county islands.



2.12 Hours Employed

In the 1991 Census, hours employed were defined as the total usual hours worked in all jobs for
wages, salary and other financial reward, incdluding part-time and overtime hours. Hours worked
in unpaid jobs were excluded except where a person was an unpaid worker in a family business.
The definitions of part-time and full-time work pertaining in the tables are as follows:

Full-time work. 30 hours or more per week.

Part-time work. 1 to 29 hours per week.

2.13 Occupation of Parent

The classification of occupations derives from the New Zealand Standard Classification of Occu-
pations at the one digit (major group) level, with some categories combined. The full titles of the
occupational categories which appear in the tables are:

—  Professionals, technicians and associate professionals

— Legislators, administrators and managers

—  Clerks

—  Service and sales workers

— Agriculture and fishery workers

—  Trades workers, plant and machine operators and assemblers

— Elementary occupations

2.14 Employment Status

The three categories for this variable are: employed; unemployed but seeking employment; and not
in the labour force and not seeking employment. Persons “employed” are defined as those who
stated an occupation on the Census questionnaire. The numbers of employed people have been
calculated by aggregating the appropriate data from the occupation variable table. The definitions
of “seeking employment” and “not in the labour force” are the same as used in the Census. The
labour force consists of persons who regularly work for one or more hours per week for financial
gain, or who are unemployed and seeking either full or part-time work, inaccord with the definition
used in the Census.

2.15 Income

The income question in the 1991 Census measured income before tax from all sources including
wages, salary, Social Welfare payments, Family Support, Family Benefit, interest, dividends, rent,
commission, fringe benefits, income in kind, business and farming income, Accident Compensa-
tion weekly payments, Bursary, Scholarship and superannuation received in the year ended 31
March 1991.

The income of each person was recorded in categories representing income ranges rather than in
specific dollar amounts. To calculate the combined income of parenting couples, therefore, each
range has been transformed into a single income figure by taking the mid-point of the range and
the amounts thus arrived at for each partneraggregated to produce an estimate of their total income.
This imputed dollar amount was then reallocated to the appropriate income range.

The grouped income data from the Census have been further grouped into four broad income
ranges. These ranges are compared below with four benchmark measures of actual incomes in the
1990-91 year: Domestic Purposes Benefit, average earnings of women, overall average earnings,
and average earnings of men. The categories were as follows:
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before the Census Of these 70.032 were ‘classified as sole parents in the Census (mcludmg 3573
Whb Were'in full time pald ernployment) Some 9,849 were classrfled as partnered parents caring
for depencfent c‘Iu.ld.ren 11,706 were dassrﬁed ag’ not canng for any dependent chlldren, and the

remammg 5,715 had ‘an‘unknown" parenting status.’

'I'he bulk of those in the last category &n'be'assumed to have been sole parents. This confirms one
reason for the d.tscrepancy many 'sole parents were not classified as such in the Census. The main
reason that their parent:mg sthtus 'wad unknown was'that they were not in their usual place of
residence on Censusmght chern bl i, gl . .

Of those 11,706 DPB recrprents class:.&ed as not canng for any dependent children, many may have
int fadt been dole parents 'One parent families could not always be identified as such if they were
liding'with othersand if relationships within the household were unclear. For example, a household
consisting of a couple, their two adult children and a grandchild would not have been coded in the
Census as including a sole- parent unless one of the adu.lt children was 1dent:f1able as the parent of
thegrandc}uld BTN P L L PR R MR e -

Two categories of DP’B do not involve caring for dependent children (“women alone” and “care of
sick or infirm”). There were 3,472 beneficiaries in these two categories as at 31 March 1991, and they
would have been mcluded amongst the 11 706 classrﬁed as not caring. for dependent cl'uldren

Also many. of the DPB recrplents not C.]aSS].erd assole] parents partlcularly many of those classxﬁed
as part:nered parents of dependent chlldren, may have received DPB within the past year, but may
not have béen beneﬁcrarres at the time of the Census. Repartnenng is the most common reason for
tI:_xe cess'ahon of : a DPB Sorne 24 259 DPBs ceased in the  year ended 31 March 1991.

B R ('l\- s [P TR, LA
Whatever the sou.rce of this. d13crepancy between Censu.s and Soc1a1 Welfare data, 1t rnakes for
difficulties in estimating the proportion of the sole parent population who werereliant on benefits,
as will be seenin the next sectLOn
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Chapter 3

TRENDS IN THE NUMBERS AND
CHARACTERISTICS OF SOLE PARENT
FAMILIES FROM 1976 TO 1991

3.1 A Note on the Figures

This section examines trends in the number and characteristics of sole parent families with
dependent children, by comparing data from the 1976, 1981, 1986 and 1991 Censuses. The resuits
reported in this section draw on Tables 1 to 12 in the Appendix.

The figures in these tables are subject to some uncertainty due to the likelihood that some sole
parents aged under 30 were omitted from the Census file (as noted in the preceding Section 2.16 of
the report). Around 16,000 more people were receiving sole parent benefits at the time of the 1991
Census than were identified as eligible sole parents in the Census. It is likely that some of these
people were not actually sole parents and were receiving the benefit without entitlement, but there
is also reason to believe that some were genuine sole parents who were missed by the Census.

This means that estimates of the number and proportion of sole parent families in the total
population, the proportion of the sole parent population who are receiving benefits, and the size
of the non-beneficiary sole parent population are subject to some uncertainty.

The analysis of the characteristics of sole parent families may also have been affected if those
families which were omitted from the Census had a markedly dissimilar character to the bulk of sole
parent families which were included in the Census. If such a dissimilarity existed, this would also
have affected the trends reported here, especially if the dissimilarity varied in nature between
Census enumerations. )

It has not been possible to make any corrections for these problems so that the numbers and trends
presented in the tables should be regarded as indicative approximations only.

3.2 Incidence of Sole Parenthood

Over the four Censuses 1976, 1981, 1986 and 1991, the number of sole parent families increased
absolutely and as a proportion of the total number of families with dependent children.

Between 1976 and 1981 the number of sole parents rose from 46,000 to 61,000; an increase of
approximately 15,000 or 32%. Between 1981 and 1986 the number increased ata slightly higher rate,
by approximately 21,000 (34%), to 82,000. Between 1986 and 1991 the number also increased by 34%,
to 110,000, an increase of approximately 28,000. Over the whole 1976-91 period, the number of sole
parents grew by an average of 6% per year. This produced an overall increase of 64,000 or 137%.

As a proportion of total families with children, sole parent families also increased from 10%in 1976
to 13% in 1981, 18% in 1986, and 24% in 1991.

On 1 April 1991, four weeks after the Census, benefit rates were reduced as part of a package of
welfare reforms. Since the reforms were announced in December 1990, the number of current
Domestic Purposes Benefits has remained relatively stable. This represents a dramatic change,
since the number of DPBs had previously grown steadily by about 10% each year since the 1970s.

It is not known what effect this change has had on the total sole parent population since 1991. The
number of applications for DPB has not decreased, but the rate at which people go off DP’B has
increased, which has kept the total number of DPBs from growing. This could mean either that a
reduced proportion of sole parents now receive DPB, or else that the total sole parent population
has also stabilised in nuumbers. It may be that a combination of these two factors is operating, with
increased numbers of sole parents leaving DPB to re-partner and also increased numbers leaving
DPB to take up full-Hime paid employment.

10



Whatever the situation, it cannot be assumed that the rate of growth in the sole parent population
recorded over 1976-1991 has continued to the present day or will continue in the future. The 1996
Census results will be of particular interest, given the stalling of the growth in DPB numbers and
the uncertainty of the effect of this on the total sole parent population.

3.3 Proportion of Sole Parents on Benefit

As described in the previous report, Census figures underestimated the number of sole parents
receiving Domestic Purposes and Widow’s Benefit in 1976, 1981 and 1986. The 1991 Census figures
also underestimated the number of sole parents receiving DPB by about 23,000.

Part of the discrepancy could be explained by the 6,300 or more (possibly over 10,000) sole parent
families not represented in the 1991 Census file (see the preceding Section 2.16).

A degree of under-reporting in the responses to the Census questionnaire is another contributing
factor. Department of Social Welfare figures show 97,381 DPBs current as at 31 March 1991, while
24,259 DPBs ceased in the year prior to that date. There will be some overlap between these two
figures because some of those who were in current receipt of DPB will also have gone off DPB
previously during the 1990-91 year. The maximum number of people who received DPB during
1990-91 was 121,640 therefore, but the actual number would have been less than that by an
unknown amount.

The number of persons reporting receipt of DPB in the 1990-91 year in the Census was 97,302, When

compared with the maximum number above, a considerable degree of under-reporting seems
likely.

While the Social Welfare figures may have been affected by errors in statistical collection or by
fraud, it is unlikely that these errors were of the same magnitude as the various factors, such as
omissions from the Census file and under-reporting, which affected the Census figures. Qverall, it
is considered that departmental records provide better estimates of the number of sole parent
beneficiaries than do the Census tables. Figures in Tables 2a, 2b and 3 cover only those sole parents
who were receiving Domestic Purposes Benefits or Widow’s Benefits, and exclude sole parent

beneficiaries who were receiving income support through other benefits such as Unemployment
Benefit,

Social Welfare records indicate that the number of sole parents receiving DPB or WB more than
trebled between 1976 and 1991, from 27,688 to 97,420. The average annual increase was 9%. As a
proportion of all sole parents recorded by the Census the beneficiary population also expanded. In
1976 the proportion was already quite large: well over half (60%) of sole parents were collecting
either Domestic Purposes or Widow’s Benefits. In 1986 more than three quarters of sole parents
(77%) were receiving these benefits, and by 1991 this proportion had risen to 89%.

An estimate of the number of non-benefidiary sole parents can be calculated by subtracting the
number of sole parents on Domestic Purposes or Widow’s Benefits from the total number of sole
parents. Table 3 shows that this estimated non-beneficiary sole parent population changed very
little (only a fraction of a percent) between the 1976-1986 Census years, giving the impression of
stability. However, for 1991 this calculation yielded a much lower number, so the very similar
results obtained for the previous three Censuses may have been coincidental to some extent. Also,
it should be noted that sole parents in receipt of ACC weekly payments or benefits other than DPB
or Widow’s Benefits were included in the non-beneficiary population by this definition.

In the previous report, the apparent stability in the “non-beneficiary” population allowed the series
to be projected forward. This was done up to 1991 in line with the compound average growth rate
for the previous five year period. Since the number of sole parents receiving Domestic Purposes or
Widow’s Benefit was already known for these years from the annual reports of the Department of
Social Welfare, estimates of the total number of sole parents were derived by summing the two
quantities.

The sole parent population in March 1991 was estimated by this method to have been approxi-
mately 115,700. This was higher than the actual number of 110,055 measured by the 1991 Census.
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However, because not all of those.who received the DPB in:1991as sole parents.wereiincluded in
the Census sole parent population (as previously noted), the 1991.Census count'maybe anunderr
estimate, and the estimate ir the previous report maybe doser to the true ﬁgure Ahsp eierionld

e 3%

Using the above methodology, the estimated mimber of né- beneﬁaary sole parents decreased
from around eighteen and a half thousand during 1976-86 to about twelve and a half thousand in
1991. The number and proportion of sole parents receiving Widqw;s Benefit declined, from,6,382
(14%) in 1976, 05,264 (9%) in 1981, 3,897 (5%) in 1986, and 3,511 (3%) in 1991. Thezefore, t‘lr'leﬁlrrcrease

in the number of DPB benefmanes appeared to account f jthe wlr-lole increase rn totalfsole parent
; LI [T L TS R T ) ST HﬂJ“lUjl Ll '\tlaiill
numbers. :

: T A i 2 St Sioa 10 wedsnesn ont Letautasrannis oele
However, given the partlal mre-m_atch between the beneflcnary and Census populatmns it shou.[d
be concluded only that the m::rease in DPB numbers accountedfor t.he great ma;orlty of theincrease
in sole parent numbers. The proportton of sole’ parents recetvrng DPB increased from 46% in 1976
to 61%in 1981, 73% in'1986,/and 85% in'1991. If the number of sole parents ‘who received Domiestic
Purposes; Widows,’ Unemployment;' Sickness, Invalids"or! 'Training' Benhefit: are’ dombméd"the)t

account for 94% of the sole parent’ populatlon “counted by the Cénsus inri991 haanyy 28 T0 VCLES
iihe e Y b W AraTriss ik yieus vy wenT Ly anigs gt e saTni

Th.ts e'shmate,of beneﬁt‘take-up rateis, too hlgh becau.se itdoesn’t take account, of those: sole e parents
not counted in the Census. The true rate is hkely to be between 79% (the proportion of sole patents
not in full-time employment) and 94%. A take—up rate in'the range 80-85% seems most Ilkely ",

[EN LA
The increasing rate of benefit take-up in New Zealand, W] in contrast,to the, Jfrend.in. ,Austraba
where the benefit ta.ke—up rate  amongst sole : parents rose, fromS?% in19744 to a peak of 84% in 1986,
but then declined to 69% by 1990. This decline in take—up rate was assoaated withan mereasmg rate
of labour force participation amongst sole parents in Australia since the mid-1980s, also in contrast

o DR T 112 (ff £t e o .¢~x‘ J\j|r|3 il by
tothet'endmNewZehland VIR EO AT GRS UG, oW s il alinty
P R ST S S AT R NITS LEEACS TN H (Rt et ot SNV T TPy Sy LR W IS ,111 seat dindrng sl H husr
8l ) st e Yont bl A it st b Lo o 2o odd motd znatzaiing
34Mantal Status ----- by by rgrtitens ot Sl efrooor e 1 By gt Toveohieney 2

A'majority of sole parents ‘were separated /divorced! Tri 1991: about 60, 000 'or 56%of 5316 ‘parents

......

fellinto this category A lesser fiumbet (36%) had nevet been'arried; and thes:mallest humber of

sole parents fell into the “Widowed” categon (8F5) 7157 HITHRDIU tErv it 9387 1w —';i‘lf}b} ’rfa{{i
Hlooe

The numbersof sole parents reportmg widowed status declined from around 11,000in 1976 t0 9,000

J.n1986 “and 8,000in 1991 Ovér the same period; thet0tal ‘hiiberd éblé’ﬁ‘ eni m&reasedby 137%
(‘1

from 46 000 odd to’ 110, 000, Hence,"as a' pro rtlon of All'solé parents: the' wrdowed oup has
P po! P ST P

- i Ty Aty gt ir Ak -()—rr
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TZhe mcreasemthe number of ne,vermamed sole parentsa.l,so seemsremarkable,,ln each intercensal
period the number approximately doubled, .increasing: ejghtfqld, over; the; fifteen ‘years between
1976 and 1991 from around 4,500 to, over 38, 00{] In1976 one, out of f every ten sole parents had never
been legally mamed In 1991 the figu,re was more than one out of three "I'he populatnorr of ¥ never

[P T T3 T Kty ia |

mamed sole) parents mcreased by 82% between 1986 ancl‘199l cornpared witha 6% increasé in the

P ] tronofallothersole arents O L THAL N DLt T8 LAY S orie coittR L 2 R
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The Census dassr.ﬁcahon of marital status is based .on the legal definition of marriage.-Sole parents
who hadspreviously; been living in a de facto relationship.are.thus. often-classified as. “nevex
married;’. Using Department of Social Welfare benefit statistics, itis possible to break down further
the never married group into those who were previously:living in a de facto relationship (¢living
apa.rt from de facto”) and those who were not prewously hvmg m a de facto relatronshrp
(”unmamed”) The stanstrcs show ‘that, of those sole parents who recelved DPB the proportron
who were ”hvmg apart from de facto” has rnore than tr-rti:btefl](:fro 7% m 1977 to 24% in 1991) whrle

the proportmn who were unma.rn 1'has iasen rnore slowly (from 21% in 1977 to 26‘% in 1991) }\t

is hker, therefore that the i mcreasmg proportlon of never marrred solé ’parents reported m the
Census tables resulted mainly from the expansion 'of the * viné apart from dé facto” sub—group

M #
Little is known about the demographic characteristics of this subrgroup from the benefit statistice.
One charactenstrc on which mformatlon is avaﬂable 1s age At 31 March 1985 the average age of. the

{
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sub-group “living apart from de facto”. (27:years) ‘was similar t¢ the “unmarriéd” sub-group (25
years). This is consistent with the 1991 Census tables, where the under-30s‘predominate among
never married sole parents {(see Table 43). Yet, in another obvious respect, namely the formation of
sole parent families through the breakup of relationships, those “living apart from de facto] more
closely resemble separated/ d:vorced sole parents (who are concentrated on the other sxde of 30
yea.rs of agé} ‘The’ growth of thisSiib: prdup may refléct dn underlymg trend for mcreasmgnumbers
df'young ‘people toilive in'de facto' relauonélupé"“ PRE T el R S AR St
£716 PG TosTho o v Ao RoT T 96 B gennin vhante g e horustisy coe meU (IS o DOT
korddtw hrised snudzizans bowode o beb erot deagt on goo af anitogeng wdT GG e rr..,,a!
3.5 Numbero;f Dependent Children. iy ([ ras 4 v beraroiiet srork LAY Lirg, 0031 o Bad ot b

Table 5 shows that there was a clear swing toward smaller one phrent familiés bétween 1976'and
1991. The biggest families ("five or more” children) declined most as a proportion of all sole parent
families. Four child families declined by a lesser degree, as did three child families. The proportion
of two child families was fa.u’ly stable, and the number and proportion, of ane ch.dd [families

TEe gl e [ irrjpdyt )Il fed 37

mm;eslsissd r{r{w;ark 'E:Il ; "In 1991i the ma]onty of sole parent famxhes (53%) mcludedon]y one dependent

child, compa.red With45%in"1678. Wh.tle 30‘56 of soie parents had f:wo dependent chﬂdren in 1991
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onl 16% hat more than two de ndent cluld{en (down from 24% in 1976} -
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The age di tnbuhon 5 grounéé‘st chﬂch:en did inot{ d;ange mfa';kedly over the 1976—86 period, birt
Between 1986 and 19971 t there was a n‘taﬁ'k : r)mé fof seven percentage Pomts in the propomon of sole
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parents witha child aged leds than five years, From 35% to 42%. The populatxon of sole plarents with
children aged 0-4 years increased by 64%between 1986 and 1991, compated with an increase of 19%
in the population’of sole parents with a youngést ch.ﬂd aged 5 years or.over.botibs noi! e
wintinereg o oel i godsoqong sild ni szeavain s o sab .f"'..uw fegd 2no Benory st Gt D B
FOOT fittor b 2ot e so bin 2y G frodsiugon it 1o 58 @by noaglu g_w vstag o't ai o
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In.1876,54% of sole parents lived in‘owner-occupied homes; while44 %! wére renting, and 2% lived
rent-free:In subsequent Ce:nsus‘es these’ proportlons remained virtually unchanged.iv: Akl vd
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W;thm the former cate ory, however, there_ was an increase in the proportmn‘h\nng in' homes

wnbd with morigages (from 37% t6 43%‘) and a eorfesipondmg decrease in thejiraéomon h\irjng
in homes owned outright (from 17% down t6'11%) between 1976 and 1691 This m.tght be explainéd
by the decrease (noted earlier) in the proportion of widowed sole parents, who were more likely to
own mortgage-free homes. Among the whole population of sole parents over the period 1976-199T,

a home, owned with 3 mortgage was the, most common housmg SIUALION.1 ¢, 01 -ATHY Lty s

111‘1981,'3- greater'proportion‘of sole phrents livad ini public renthl accommodation (25%) than in
privaterental accommodationr(21%). In 1986, the same proportion were in private réhtal accommo-
dation fand there was a'stall decrease’in the proportion in public rental accommiodation-—from 25
to'23 percent-Fowever, in"1991 the proportion’in public rental ‘actommodation increaséd to'24
percent, while the proportion in private rental accommodation’de¢reased to 20%: b * 4t xhd! 1ot
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3.8 Household TYPE ,!J{.Jt 16,1 s

By fa.r the greatest AbeFof soIe parents Tivein households wnh theu‘ dependent chﬂd;en'onl;'and

w1th no other farmhes _relahves ort elated"persons present Tlus was true of a httle over half of
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sole parent fa.tm.'fies it each’ Censuls
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Between 1976 and 1991, there, wasmo, clean trend in, the changes in- household types, except fora
steady, decreage in:the proportion of;! ‘one family, dependent and adult ‘children® from15% in.1981
t0. 10%in 199L; jriomnaq i ot 1 barinmat si— eondinrnz i 100 writioreadon 2t L ow sy vapod 84
Between 1986 and 1991 “one parent and dependent children” households increhsed from 56% to
387 of the total, and'one family, and, unrelated individuals?: also experienced a relative.increase,
from 8%,t0 12%; by, Brolgmes fom anee 308l sl S e e el anitiodgore i)
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There were small decreases in the “two family” and “more than two family” household types
between 1986 and 1991,

3.9 Location of Dwelling

There were some changes in the geographic distribution of sole parent families over the 1976-1991
period. There was a steady decline in the proportion of one parent families living in Auckland {from
30% to 27%). This was reflected by a steady increase in the preportion living in other urban areas
{from 59% to 63%). The proportion living in rural areas did not show a consistent trend, with a
decrease between 1976 and 1981 being followed by a small rise between 1981 and 1986, then a small
decrease between 1986 and 1991.

3.10 Ethnicity

Between 1976and 1991, there was substantial change in the ethnic distribution (as defined in Section
2.7) of soleparents. As a proportion of all sole parents, the biggest ethnic group, Europeans, fell from
76% to 62%. The proportion of sole parents of Maori ethnicity rose markedly from 19% to 29%. The
numnber of Pacific Islands sole parents increased sixfold, from 1,290 to 7,959, although these
numbers were relatively small, representing an increase from 3% to 7% of the total population of
sole parents. Between 1986 and 1991 the percentage increases in the sole parent ethnic group
populations were 21% for Europeans, 51% for Maori and 81% for the Pacific Islands sole parent
population. The “Other” ethnic group remained constant at only 2% of sole parents throughout the
1976-1991 period, the only category which showed no relative change.

The marked increase in the proportion of sole parents who were Maori is also apparent when
population-adjusted rates of sole parenthood are calculated for the Maoriand non-Maori populations
aged 15 and over, and was not simply due to an increase in the proportion of Maori of parenting
age in the general population. (In 1976 8.5% of the population 15 years and over was Maori; in 1991
the figure was 10.5%.) Table 11 shows that between 1976 and 1991 the population-adjusted rate of
sole parenthood among both Maoris and non-Maoris increased. Yet, among Maori it had increased
by 146%, while among non-Maori it had increased by 77%. The Maori rate of 47 sole parents for
every thousand persons aged 15 and over was already relatively high in 1976—2.5 times that in the
non-Maori population. In 1991 it was considerably higher again—116 per thousand adult popula-
tion——and it had increased to 3.5 times the non-Maori rate.

3.11 Sex

Over the 1976-1986 period the population of sole fathers grew at a slower rate than the population
of sole mothers, s0 the proportion of male sole parents decreased, from 16% in 1976, to 14% in 1981
and 13% in 1986. In 1991 there was a notable increase to 16%, reversing the previous trend and
restoring the proportion to that found in 1976. The population of sole fathers increased by 59%
between 1986 and 1991, compared with a 28% increase in the population of sole mothers. The reason
for this reversal of relative growth rates is not known. -

3.12 Hours Employed

In 1991, for the first time, a majority of sole fathers were notin full-time paid employment. The trend
toward a relative decline in full-time employment of sole fathers and an increase in the proportion
who were not employed is evident over the whole fifteen years covered by this study. In 1976, 81%
of sole fathers were employed for 30 hours or more per week, compared with 74% in 1981, 61% in
1986, and 44% in 1991. The proportion who were not employed increased from 17% in 1976 to 24%
in 1981, then to 35% in 1986 and to 52% in 1991. The number of sole fathers employed part-time (1-
29 hours per week) is noteworthy for its smallness——it remained at 2 to 4 percent in each Census
from 1976 to 1991.

The majority of sole mothers were not in paid employment, and the trend was toward an increase
in the proportion who were not employed. In 1976, 60% were not employed, and this increased to
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65% in 1981, 68% in 1986, and 73% in 1991. Unlike sole fathers a significant proportion of female sole
parents were in part-time employment, although the proportion had declined from 15% in 1976 to
11% in 1991. A much smaller proportion of women than men were employed for 30 hours or more
per week: 25% in 1976, 22% in both 1981 and 1986, and 17% in 1991.

The decline in rates of employment of both sole mothers and sole fathers needs to be considered in
the context of a more general trend of rising unemployment and a decline in the availability of jobs.
The 1976-91 period saw a significant increase in the overall rate of unemployment in New Zealand.

Although declining as a proportion of all sole parents, the number of sole parents employed full-
time grew from 15,440 in 1976 to 17,630 in 1981, to 21,981 in 1986, and then to 23,109 in 1991. This
is in contrast to the estimates of the non-beneficiary sole parent population, which declined by
nearly six thousand between 1986 and 1991 {see Section 3.3 and Table 3). However, trends in the
non-beneficiary population were not necessarily identical to trends in the full-time employed
population, because not all non-benefidary sole parents were employed full-time.

The number of non-beneficiary sole parents who were not employed full-time may have declined
in tandem with the decline in the widowed sole parent population. There is evidence, presented
later in Section 6.4, that widowed sole parents were more likely to be neither employed full-time
nor receiving a benefit, withsome receiving ACC paymentsinstead. Theirrelative decline may have
offset, to some extent, the increase in the number of sole parents who were employed full-time.

Nevertheless, the apparent sharp decline in the non-beneficiary population between 1986 and 1991
cannot be explained solely by the decline in the widowed sole parent population. It was probably
due largely to an increase in the nuumber of sole parents not counted in the Census. In other words,
the Census count understated the number of sole parents to a greater degree in 1991 than in 1986.

Since 1986 there has been a big increase in the nuunber of scle parents receiving benefits other than
DPB or Widows Benefits. As at 31 March 1991, there were 5,872 sole parents receiving Unemploy-
ment, Invalids, Sickness or Training Benefits, with 4,535 of these receiving Unemployment Benefits.
This number of sole parents receiving Unemployment Benefits compares with 628 in March 1983
and 1,825 in March 1988. Unemployment Benefit is now more important than Widows Benefit as
a source of income for sole parents.

If all the benefidiary sole parents counted by the Department of Social Welfare as at 31 March 1991
are subtracted from the 1991 Census population, an apparent non-beneficiary population of only
6,760 sole parents is the result. This is difficult to reconcile with the 23,109 sole parents in the Census
who were in full-ime paid employment. This is further evidence of the extent to which the
beneficiary population and the Census enumeration of sole parents do not overlap. Given this
difficulty, the best estimate of the non-beneficiary sole parent population may be the number who
were in full-time paid employment.
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COMPARISONS' BETWEEN-ONE-PARENT "
AND TWO PARENT FAMILIES'
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One irvevery four familiés was'a sole‘parent family in 1991, One parent families made up 24% of
all families with dependent children, thé dther 76% being two parent farhiliés” All familigs' were
classified as either one or-two parent families; although'either) family:may have been ‘part oftan
extended family household (where otheradults may also have had parenting roles). This'section
compares the characteristics of one and'two parent-families; drawing on: Tables 13 t0"27-in‘the
Appendix. These tables ali relate to ther1991 Census, so thatall of:the'following findingd’ (except

where otherwme mdlcated) are for the year, 1991 v sy o vistdenad-nom 1 odsrya AT
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Accordmg to the Censug;, 79% of the total poptﬂatlon belonged solely tothe European ethnicgroyp.
Families inwhich the parents were of so]ely European ethmcztymade up 62% of sole parentfamlhes
and 74% of two' ‘parent families (where both parents weré’ of’solely Européan ethmuty) A sole
parent Wasmote hkely than a parent' in'a two parent famﬂy fo beMaori (29% and 11% respechvely
were Maori). Howeveér, compansons between' one ‘and two parent faxmhésm terms of bthriicity are
complicated by'thé high incidence of intérmartiage betweeri éthnic grolips! For' example, in both
1986 and 1991, fa.tmhes with two. Maon parents were; out:num.bered by families with one;Maori
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Itis of some interest to know what proportion 6fMaori familieéareone parent families; but in order
to'do this'it was first necessary.to-definé a:“Maori family”;.-The:definition adoptedihére for.the
purposes of this'study is as follows:a family with children was considered to be a Maori family if
the children were of Maori ethnicity, or if at least one child was of Maoﬂ*ethnicit}ﬂ(in caseswhere
children in the same family belonged to d].f,ferent ethnic groups). . . ., 7l nCisnad i Bis 1

In published Census tables which use etluuc:ty as a variable, families are daSs:fxed by the ethnicity
of the parents. By basing family ethnicity on the ethnicity of the children rather than:the ethnicity
of the parents, the definition used here avoids the problem of a two parent family changing ethnicity
from Maori to non-Maori on-becoming a one parent family.(when the absent or deceased parentis
Maori, and theremaining parentis non-Maori).Jtis desirable to have a definition of family ethnicity
which remains constant through any transition from two parent:to one-parent status; so thatithe
relative proportions of one and two parent families can be calculated for different ethnic groups.

Using the above definition, it was calculated that 44% of all Maori families with children were one
parent families in 1991. This compares with 32% of Pacific Islands families, 18% of European
families and 14% of families of other ethnic origin (these families are also defined by the ethnicity
of the children).

In 1986 an estimated 34% of Maori families were one parent families, and the increase to 44% in five
years raises the question of whether this proportion will increase further in the future. In the United
States, 55% of African American families were one parent families in 1988, showing that the Maori
rate is not the highest in the world. However, if it continues to increase as it did between 1986 and
1991, the majority of Maori families will be one parent families within a few years.

In the 1991 Census a new question asked whether people had any Maori ancestry. Results from this
question show that in 24% of all families there were children of Maori ancestry and in 65% of all
families children were of European ethnicity only. By comparison, in 39% of all one parent families
there were children of Maori ancestry, while in 47% children were of European ethricity only.
While this wider definition includes children who were of Maori descent but were not identified
by their parents as belonging to the Maori ethriic group, the figures underline the importance of
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ensuring that social policy which'concerns one parent families is appropriate to Maori people. By
the narrower definition,'37% of all one parent families included children belonging to the Maori
ethnic: group,:compared with-1 5% of all-two parent families. In 21% of all families there were
children belonging to the Maori ethnic group. St

The proportion of sole parents who were of Pacific Islands ethnicity (7%) indicates an over-
representation of this ethnic group among the sole parent population, but not to the same extent as
for Maori. In the 1991 Census, 5% of all persons aged 15-59 yeéars were of Pacific Islands ethnicity.
Of all two parent families, 5% included ft.,lﬁe.‘ﬁ.tl one parent of Pacific [slands ethnicity.

By thechildren’s ethnicity, the figures were the same: 7% of all one parent families and 5% of all two
parént families included children of Pacificilslands ethnicity:- About one in every three Pacific
Islands families was a-one parent family in 1991 (32%). An 81% increase in the number of Pacific
Islands sole parent;;hbetween 1986 and 1991 (compared with a 28% increase in the total Pacific
Islands population) suggests that the mcrdence of one parent families among the Pacific Islands

o

populatlon has mcreased consrderably m that period.

YL

Sole parents of * Other ethnic origin were under-represented at 2%, compared with 5% of two
parent fe fa.tmhes where at least one parent was of “Other” ethnicity. By the children’s ethnicity, 2%
of all one parent farmhes and 4% of all two parent fa.tmhes mcluded chtldren of ”Other” ethmcrty
ftt‘l-i%, the proporhon of fanul)res of " Other” ethmctty who were one parent farruhes was the lowest
pfoporhon of an'y' é' 3 ’c’ group ‘I’he ma]onty of those in thts "Other” category were of Chmese,
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Indjan or 5ou t.h Bast Asran ethn.tcrty A Iower rate of mamage breakdown and a lower rate ot e;t-
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nuptxal 'births may ) theréfore bé indicated for these ethnrc groups .
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Mowbrayand Khan (1983} found that.one parent farruhe's, onaverage, had oldér and fewer children
thantwo parentfamniliesin 1981. This was also truein 1986 and 1991. In 1991, sole parentswere more
likely toshave  onlyrone'child: than two parent families (53%- and-34% respectively). While sole
parents stilihad olderichildren in 1991 than two parent families (on average), the differencein 1991
was not as great as in 1986.

In 1986, children of pre-school age (0-4 years) were present in41% of two parent families, compared
with 35% of one, parent families. In 1991 children of pre-school age were present in 45% of two

';}Sa’}é:'}t fanu]ftes compared wrt.h 42% of ore parent farmhes Over the 1986-1991 perrod therefore,

there was an mcrease in, the proport:lon of fra.tmltes w1th pre—school aged chﬂdren among both famrly
types but ‘the gap between them nairowed from six to three percentage pomts
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By~1991 the dlsmbutlon of age of youngest children in one parent families was similar to that w}uch
had:applied inftwo parent-familiesin 1986./It may be that as the.number of one parent families
increases, they resemble two parent families more in terms of family structure..; VTR TS
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One of the greatest drft!erences between c;ne and two pa.rent fa.triﬁ.t:es is the rate of pard employment
of the parents and comequently the mcorne sou.rces of | the farmly Itzs hkely that a rna;ortty of two
parent_farmhes had two sfourcres' of laBour force mcorne w1th 86% of fathers and 58% of mothers
engaged in’ pard employntent erther full-tune or part t1me In contrast on.iy a m.tnorlty of sole
parents had any labour force incomie, thh JI.ISf 31% engaged 1n pard employment (etther full tu:ne
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Sex differences in the number of paid hours worked are evident in both types of family. A much
higher proportion of fathers than of mothers were employed full-time in both one and two parent
families. These sex differences can be related to traditional sex roles-and the particular difficulties
faced. by - mothers .in the;labour-force; such as:lack- of: affordable. childcare. and occupational
segregation. However, both sole. mothers and sole.fathers had rates of employment which were
substantially lower than parinered mothersand partnered fathers respectively. Thishasnotalways

iz



been the case (at least for sole mothers), as a comparison with 1976 and 1981 Census figures shows.
The following table is based on figures presented in the report “Solo Parents, Benefits and
Employment” described in the introduction to this report, with comparable 1986 and 1991 figures
added.

Table A:
Trends in Parents’ Employment 1976-1991

% Employed 20 Hours Per Week or More

Sole Partnered Sole Partnered

Mothers Mothers Fathers Fathers

Census %) (%) (%) (%)
1976 31 29 82 97
1981 26 34 75 95
1986 26 41 63 91
1991 20 43 46 85

In 1976 sole mothers had a slightly higher rate of paid employment than partnered mothers, but in
1981 this situation was reversed and by 1991 the gap had widened to 23 percentage points. The gap
between the employment rates of sole fathers and partnered fathers also widened over the fifteen
year period, from 15 to 39 percentage points. This indicates an increasing tendency for both mothers
and fathers to reduce their paid labour force participation upon becoming sole parents, given that
most one parent families were originally two parent families.

Table 17 shows that, in 1991, 27% of mothers in two parent families were working part-time (less
than 30 hours a week), but only 11% of sole mothers worked part-time. Of those mothers who were
employed, sole mothers were less likely to be employed part-time than parinered mothers, and
more likely tobe employed full-time. Of those mothers who were not in employment, sole mothers
were more likely than mothers in two parent families to be seeking employment (16% compared
with 10%). Factors associated with sole parents’ employment are examined later in this report.

4,5 Income

Given the differences in rates of paid employment, it might be expected that sole parent income
would be much lower, on average, than the combined income of two parents, and this was indeed
the case. When comparing the incomes of one and two parent families, it should be borne in mind
that sole parent families have fewer children on average, as well as one less adult, to be supported
by the family income. A more detailed comparison should take this into account through some
technical adjustment to the data, for example by applying an equivalence scale to the income data.
As this was not done in this study, the comparison is only broadly indicative.

To put the reported annual income figures in context, $20,000 was below average female earnings
and $30,000 was above overall average earnings, but below average male earnings in 1920-91.
Whereas 82% of sole parents reported an income below $20,000, this was the case for only 13% of
two parent families (when both incomes were combined). For 68% of two parent families the
parents’ income was above $30,000, compared with just 7% of one parent families. Even without the
application of an equivalence scale, it is clear that two parent families were generally in a better
financial position than one parent families. Given their income distribution, one parent families can
be expected to form a large proportion of those families which experience financial difficulties.

4.6 Education

The tables show that parinered parents, both female and male, had gained more formal qualifica-
tons than those who were sole parents. Some 38% of mothers in two parent families, for instance,
had a tertiary qualification and 31% had no qualification, against only 27% of sole mothers who had
a tertiary qualification and 49% who had no qualification.
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By comparison, half of the total of fathers in two parent families (51%) had completed a tertiary
qualification and 30% had no qualification, while 34% of sole fathers had a tertiary qualification and
49% had no qualification. Within each of the sole parent and partnered parent populations, fathers
were more likely to have a tertiary qualification than mothers. However, mothers in two parent
families were more likely to have a tertiary qualification than either mothers or fathersinone parent
familjes.

Although the proportion of sole parents with an educational qualification increased from 45% in
1986 1051% in 1991, the proportion of partnered parents withan educational qualification increased
also (from 62% to 69%), so the gap between sole parents and parinered parents has actually
increased slightly.

4.7 Occupation Type

The type of occupation held by parents who were employed was examined. Broadly similar
distributions of occupation types were found when sole and parinered mothers were compared.
One of the biggest differences amongst mothers was that sole mothers were less likely to have a job
in the area of agriculture or fishing (4% compared with 9% of partnered mothers). This undoubtedly
relates to the more uwrban distribution of sole parents (see Section 4.8). Despite the fact that sole
mothers were less likely tc have secondary or higher educational qualifications, sole mothers who
were in employment were not noticeably more likely to be employed in lower skilled occupations.

A higher proportion of sole fathers (10%) than partnered fathers (6%} had an elementary occupa-
tion, while a lower proportion (32% compared with 41%) were professionals, technicians, admin-
istrators or managers. Unlike sole mothers, therefore, there is evidence that employed sole fathers
were more likely to be found in Iower skilled occupations.

4.8 Location

Almost three-quarters of the sole parent population (72%) was living in the main urban areas,
compared with two thirds (66%) of two parent families, so sole parents were more likely to live in
a main urban area. However, it was the minor urban areas (towns with a population between 1,000
and 10,000) which had the highest concentration of one parent families, 28% of all families living
in such centres being one parent famnilies. By contrast, one parent families made up just 15% of all
rural families. Only 10% of one parent families (compared with 18% of two parent families) were
living in rural areas.

Either people were more likely to become sole parents in urban areas, or else sole parents in rural
areas had a tendency to move to urban areas upon becoming sole parents. The high concentration
in small towns may be a result of sole parents moving there from swrrounding rural areas.
Accommodation costs may also be a factor, since these are likely to be lower on average in small
towns than in large urban centres.

4.9 Household Type

When household type was examined, it emerged that 92% of two parent families, as against 67%
of one parent families, were living in parents-and-children-only households. One parent families
were thus more likely to reside with other people, either relatives or non-relatives, or with other
families. This is perhaps related to the fact that 44% of sole parents were living in rented
accommodation, compared with 16% of two parent families. Sharing a rental dwelling is one way
in which those on lower incomes can reduce their housing costs. Another factor may be the different
ethnic composition of the two family types. Maori and Pacific Islands families are more likely to
share their households with other relatives for cultural as well as economic reasons.

4.10 Housing Tenure

Between 1986 and 1991 the proportion of one parent families in publicly rented accommodation
increased from 23% to 24%, whereas for two parent families the proportion decreased from 8% to
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6%. These divergentirends may berelated to moves to target public housing assistance more tightly
to.those on low incomes. Since most one parent families have markedly:lower:-incomes;.they are
more likely to meet any low income criteria than two parent famities.:For both -family types the
proportion in privately rented accommodation decreased by one percentage point between 1986
and 1991, from 21% to 20% for one parent families, and from 1% to 9% fortwo parent.families.}

s Hers g

On the other hand, 81% of two parent families and 54% of sole parents were living in ¢wner-
occupied housing in 1991, with or without mortgages. The proportion ofitwo parent families in
mortgage-free homes increased from 13% to 17% hetween 1986 and 1991, whéreas for sole parents
there ' was a decrease from13% to 11%..It should be bornein.mind that 13% of soleparents were
living in multi-family households (compared with 2% of two parent families),: and in:those
sttuations the sole parent was often not the owner of an owner-occupied dwelling.
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'I'he fo]lowrng section sketches out proﬁles ofsole parents of European ethmcrty, of Maon ethmaty
and of Pacific Islands ethnicity. It draws on Tables 28 to 42 in the Appendix, whxch again, all come
from the 1991 Census: Sole parents classified as being of “Other” ethnicity were a heterogeneous
group, :and easily the smallest group For these reasons; sole parents of ”Other” ethmaty were not
profiled: separate[y“' jens «"‘ R O o
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When 00n51denng t_he profﬂes descnbed below, 1t should be remembered. that the eth.mqty of
children hvmg in'solé; parent hotiseholds may “differ from that of the parent 'I'hese profﬂes arebased
on the recorded ethnicity of the sole parent $0 that they cannot be regarded as descnbmg the
ethmcrtyofthefamﬂyasawhole e T aron
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5.2 Sole Parents of European Ethmcrty

The sole parent population of solely European ethnicity compnsed 66,300 rndlvrduals yust over
three-fifths (62%) of all sole parents in the 1991 Census.

Nearly three—quarters of these sole parents were aged over 30" years at the fime of the Census The
age distribution was qmte peaked with two-fifths (41%) of all European sole parents being aged
between 30 and 39 years of age and another quarter in each of the 20-29 and 4-0—49 year age groups
Only 3% of the'solé parents‘'were under twenty years of age.’ '

As might be expected from the age distribution, most (65%) of these sole parents were separated or
divorced; while'another 7% were ‘widowed. The proportion recorded as never married (28%) was
smaller than the frgu.re (49%) for sole parents who were not in the European ethnicgroup. However,
the’ mterpretahon of these ﬁgu.res is complicated by the éxclusion of de facto relanonshlps from the
Census definition of marnage ‘so that some sole’ parents recorded as “never married” will have
come from broken de facto relaoonshrps ' : o o

Sole parents of European ethrucrty tended to have only one (56%) or two (31 %) dependent chﬂdren
Most of these children were of school age, since only 36% of youngest children were aged less than
ﬁveyea.rs e A . ‘
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While 64% of these sole parents lived in households with dependent children only hvmg with t.hem,
another 10% had both adult and dependent children living with them. The quarter who did not live
ina one-farmly-ortly household were most likely to be sharing their accommodation with unrelated
individuals (12%), while smaller numbers shared with other families (8%) or with other relatives
(5%) Gl .

The'majority of European sole parents {(61%) lived inan owner-occup1ed dwelling, although many
(49%) of thése properties were mortgaged. Of those who were living in rental accommodation, a
greater proportion were in private rather than in publicrentalaccommodation. The proportion who
lived in public rental accommodation was slightly higher among those sole parents who had never
mamed while, the proportion who ].wed in an owner-occupied dwelling was greater among those
who had been widowed. Sole parents o of  European ethnicity were most Iikely to be iving in a main
urban area (72%), with 22% living in the Auckland urban areas. However, European sole parents
made up only 51% of all sole parents Irvmg in the Auckland urban areas, a Iower propornon than
in any other category of 10Catl01'l = Tt
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Sole parents of European ethmcnty were more hkely to have forma.l educattonal quahﬁcanons than
sole parents of Maori or Pacific Islands ethnicity. Just over a third (35%) had a tertiary qualification,
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while a quarter (25%) had a secondary qualification. The remaining 40% were without any
educational qualification.

While the proportion having a tertiary qualification may seem high, these sole parents actually had
lower levels of educational qualifications than other individuals of similar age who were not sole
parents. For example, 45% of all individuals between 25 and 44 years of age had a tertiary
qualification in 1991, If the age range is extended to all individuals aged between 20 and 59 years,
then the proportion with a terfiary qualification drops to 42%. This figure can be broken down to
37% for women and 46% for men, but both figures are still above the 35% figure for sole parents of
European origin.

About half (51%) of the sole parents of European ethnicity were not in the labour force and not
actively looking for work, while an additional 11% were unemployed and seeking work. The other
38% were in paid employment. Census records indicate that 65% of the European sole parents had
received Domestic Purposes Benefit at some time in the year preceding the Census. However, as
noted earlier (in the Methodology section), Census records may under-estimate numbers in the sole
parent beneficiary population.

Sole parents of European ethnicity who were employed at the time of the Census were most likely
to be in a professional/technical (29%) or clerical (20%) occupation. Service and sales occupations
(17%) were also fairly common amongst the European sole parents who were employed. Some 32%
of those who were employed at the time of the 1991 Census worked part-time (less than 30 hours),
while 68% were working full-time.

5.3 Sole Parents of Maori Ethaicity

Sole parents of mixed ethnicity who reported any Maori ethnicity, together with those of exclu-
sively Maori ethnicity, were classified as being of Maori ethnicity. The 1991 Census recorded that
31,509 sole parents were of Maori ethnicity using this definition, comprising more than a quarter
(29%} of all sole parents.

The proportion of Maori sole parents who had never married (53%) was higher than the proportion
who were separated or divorced (39%), although those recorded as never married may have been
separated from a de facto pariner. The remaining 9% had been widowed. The proportion who had
never married was considerably higher than among the European sole parent population {28%).
This was partially due to age differences in the two populations, but Maori sole parents were more
likely to have never married regardless of age. For example, in the 30-39 year age group, 39% of
Maori sole parents had never married compared with 18% of European sole parents. It should be
noted that Maori have different cultural norms and attitudes in relation to de facto and de jure
marriages. De facto marriages have long been more prevalent and more accepted in the Maori
comununity than in the European community.

Maori sole parents tended to be younger than European sole parents, reflecting the younger age
distribution of the whole Macri population compared with the non-Maori one, and the higher
fertility rate (and particularly ex-nuptial fertility) for young Maori women compared with non-
Maori women {Pool and Pole, 1987). Around two-fifths (41%) of the Maori sole parents were
between 20 and 29 years of age, and a further 32% were aged between 30 and 39 years of age at the
time of the Census. A small proportion of theMaori sole parents were aged less than 20 (5%), or aged
60 or more {3%}.

The overwhelming majority (79%) of Maori sole parents had only one or two dependent children.
However, families with four or more children were more likely to be headed by a Maori or Pacific
Islands sole parent than by a sole parent of any other ethnicity. Sole parents with four or more
dependent children comprised 8% of all Maori sole parents.

Maori and Pacific Islands sole parents were more likely to have a child below school age than were
parents of other ethnic origins. Over half (53%) of the Maori sole parents had a child aged less than
five years.



More than half of the Maori sole parents lived in households with their children only and with no
other persons present. Some 8% of households included both dependent and adult children, while
another 50% contained dependent children only. Those Maori sole parents who lived in a
household containing other individuals most often lived with another family or families {19%), or
with individual relatives (13%). The proportion of Maori sole parents sharing accommodation with
other families is much higher than among European sole parents (8%).

A majority (65%) of Maori sole parents lived in a main urban area, with 23% located in the Auckland
urban areas, and 42% located in some other main urban area. However, a higher proportion of
Maori sole parents lived in a town with a population of less than 10,000 {15%), or in a rural area
{(13%), than among sole parents of any other ethnicity. Maori sole parents made up 39% of all sole
parents living in rural areas or in towns with a population of less than 10,000.

Regardless of marital status, Maori sole parents were less well off than European sole parents with
respect to both housing tenure and income. The proportion of Maori sole parentsliving in an owner-
occupied mortgage-free home (9%} was lower than the proportion of European sole parents in this
situation (12%), and the proportion living in a mortgaged home (33%) was also lower than among
European sole parents (49%). Over half (55%) of sole parents of Maori descent lived in rental
accommodation, more often with a public (36%) than a private (19%) tenancy. At the time of the 1991
Census, 78% of Maori sole parents had received an income of less than $15,000 in the last year* while
only 9% had received more than $20,000. Comparable figures for sole parents of European origin
were 57% and 23% respectively.

Over two-thirds (69%) of the sole parents of Maori origin were not in the labour force and were not
seeking work, which was higher than among the European sole parent population (51%). However,
the proportion who were not employed but were actively seeking work (14%) was greater than the
proportion seeking work among sole parents in any other ethnic group. As a proportion of those
in the labour force, those actively seeking work comprised 47%, the highest rate of unemployment
of any ethnic group.

The propertion of Maori sole parents who reported receipt of full income support (such as Domestic
Purposes Benefit, Widow's Benefit or Unemployment Benefit) from the Department of Social
Welfare or ACC atsome timne in the year preceding the Census (88%) was the same as the proportion
who were not currently in full-time paid employment (88%) and more than among the European
ethnic group (74%).

Maori sole parents who were in paid employment at the time of the Census were not concentrated
in any one occupational group. Some 20% were trades workers or plant and machine operators or
assemblers. A further 17% were employed as clerical workers, while 19% were in professional or
technical occupations. Over three-quarters (78%) of those who worked did so full-time. Maori sole
parents who were employed were more likely to be working full-time than European sole parents,
but Jess likely to be in professional jobs and more likely to be in production/transport occupations.

Two-thirds (66%) of the sole parents of Maori ethniic origin had no school qualification, while 17%
had a tertiary qualification:. These levels are likely to be Jower than those for a comparable group
of people who were not sole parents, since 26% of all Maori aged between twenty and forty had a
tertary qualification in 1991. Maori sole parents were also much less likely to have formal
qualifications than European sole parents, of whom 35% had a tertiary qualification.

5.4 Sole Parents of Pacific Islands Ethnicity

Sole parents of mixed ethnicity who reported any Pacific Islands ethnicity and no Maori ethnicity,
together with those reporting exclusively Pacific Islands ethnicity, were classified as being of Pacific
Islands ethnicity. The Pacific Islands sole parent population, using this definition, contained a total
of 7,959 individuals, making up 7% of the total sole parent population at the ime of the 1991 Census.

2 As a benchmark for comparative purposes, a Domestic Purposes Benefit would have generated an annual income of
around $15,000, depending on the number of dependent children a sole parent had.
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Sole parents of Pacific Islands ethnicity were most likely to be aged between 20 and 29 years (36%),
or between 30 and 39 years (32%). Only a small proportion (3%) were aged less than 20 years, while
another 5% were aged 60 or more. This means that Pacific Islands sole parents were younger, on
average, than European sole parents, but not as young as Maori sole parents,

Like sole parents of other ethnic groups, the majority of Pacific Islands sole parents had only one
or two children, although less than half (45%) had only one dependent child. The proportion having
four or more dependent children (11%) was larger than that for sole parents of any other ethnic
origin. More than half (57%) of the Pacific Islands sole parents had at least one child aged less than
five years, and another 18% had a youngest child aged between five and eight, which was a
distribution similar to that for Maori.

While 41% of Pacific Islands sole parents lived only with dependent children, and a further 10%
with both adult and dependent children, about half lived in a household containing individuals
other than dependent or adult children. Many Pacific Islands sole parents lived with another family
or families (27%), or with individual relatives (15%). Both of these proportions were higher than for
any other ethnic group.

Pacific Islands sole parents were about as likely to have been separated or divorced from a de jure
partner (45%) as never married or separated from a de facto partner (44%). The remaining 11% had
been widowed. Among those aged 15-29 years, Pacific Islands sole parents were less likely than
Maori sole parents to be never married in 1991, whereas in 1986 in each age group Pacific Islands
sole parents had been more likely to have never married.

Regardless of marital status, fewer Pacific Islands sole parents lived in owner-occupied dwellings
thandid sole parents of any other ethnic group. Justovera quarter {27%) lived in an owner-cccupied
mortgaged dwelling, while another 5% lived in a house which was owned outright by one or more
of the occupants (not necessarily the sole parent). Conversely, the proporiion in public rental
accommodation (50%) was larger than that among sole parents of any other ethnic group.

PacificIslands sole parents were highly concentrated in the Auckland urban areas and were highly
unlikely tobe living outside major urban areas. Almost three-quarters (71%) lived in the Auckland
urban areas, while another 24% lived in other main urban centres. This is in considerable contrast
to both Maori and European sole parents: less than a quarter of both of these groups lived in the
Auckland urban areas, while 28% of Maori sole parents lived outside centres with 10,000 or more
people (compared with 2% of Pacific Islands sole parents). Of all sole parents in the Auckland urban
areas, 20% were of Pacific Islands ethnicity, while 25% were Maori, 51% were Buropean and 4%
were of “Other” ethnicity.

A majority (59%) of Pacific Islands sole parents had no educational qualification, while 23% had a
secondary qualification and 18% a terHary qualification. Pacific Islands sole parents were slightly
more likely to have educational qualifications than Maori sole parents, of whom 66% had no formal
qualifications.

Pacific Islands sole parents had received a slightly higher average level of income than Maori sole
parentsinthe year preceding the Census, but wereless well off than sole parents of Buropean ethnic
origin, Three-quarters (74% of the Pacific Islands sole parents were in the lowest income category
{less than $15,000).

Over two-thirds (70%) of the Pacific [slanids sole parents were not in the paid labour force and were
not seeking work, while 10% were unemployed and reported actively seeking work in the four
weeks preceding the Census. Of those in the labour force, the rate of unemployment among Pacific
Islands sole parents was 35%. Pacific Islands sole parents who were in paid employment at the time
of the 1991 Census were most likely to be working full-time {80%) rather than part-time (20%), and
were most likely to be employed as trades workers or plant and machine operators or assemblers
(27%). Elementary (19%) and clerical (20%) occupations were also fairly common. Proportionately
more Pacific Islands than Maori sole parents were employed and, of those in paid work, a larger
proportion were working full-time.
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Pacificlslands sole parents were less likely than parents of European ethnicity to be in full-Bme paid
employment, but no more likely to report having received some form of full income maintenance
(that is, an income-tested benefit, National Superannuation or weekly payments from ACC). The
proportion with neither paid employment nor full income maintenance was greater for Pacific
Islands sole parents than it was for either Maori or European sole parents. Although 84% of the sole
parents of Pacific Islands ethnicity were not in full-time paid employment, only 75% reported
receiving some form of full income maintenance at any time in the year preceding the Census.

This may indicate that Pacific Islands sole parents relied more on income support from family or
other private sources than did sole parents of Maori or European ethnicity, or that Pacific Islands
sole parents under-reported receipt of income support in the Census to a greater degree than did
Maori or European sole parents. Those who relied on income support from family or other private
sources may have been unaware of their eligibility for a benefit, orunwilling to apply for one. Some
who had settled in New Zealand more recently may not have been eligible for benefits until they
had met the residential requirements.



Chapter 6

PROFILES OF SOLE PARENTS BY MARITAL
STATUS

6.1 Routes to Sole Parenthood

Marital status of sole parents is of interest because it corresponds to the different routes by which
people become sole parents. Three marital status groups are examined in this section, which draws
on Tables 43 to 56 in the Appendix. Again these tables all relate to the 1991 Census. The three groups
are sole parents who were never married, those who had formerly been married but were now
separated or divorced, and those who had been widowed (36%, 56% and 8% respectively of the total
population of sole parents in 1991).

These groups represent the three main routes to sole parenthood:
a) thebirth of a first child outside marriage;

b)  the break-up of a marriage relationship;

¢} the death of a spouse.

As previously noted in the secion on methodology, the Census classification is based on legal
marital status. Therefore, the never married group probably includes the majority of those who
were formerly living in a de facto relationship with the other parent of their child or children. This
means that the match between the above causes of sole parenthood and these marital status groups
is far from perfect.

6.2 Never Married Sole Parents

In the 1991 Census, more than a third of all sole parents (36%) were recorded as having never
married. Most of those who were never married were aged between 20 and 29 years (60%) or
between 30 and 39 years (26%). Although the unmarried teenage mother is a common stereotype,
only 9% of this group were under 20 years old. Teenage sole parenis made up only 3% of the total
sole parent population. Nearly two-thirds (65%) of never married sole parents had only one child
and another one-quarter (24%) had two children. Two-thirds had a child of pre-school age. Eleven
per cent of never married sole parents were male, an increase from 5% in 1986. These sole fathers
would have been formerly living in a de facto relationship in most cases. A majority (52%) of never
married sole parents were of non-European ethnicity including 43% who were Maori.

A majority (55%) of never married sole parents did not have any educational qualification, while
24% had a secondary qualification and 21% had completed a tertiary qualification. Over half of the
total of never married sole parent households comprised parent and dependent child (or children)
only. Itis interesting to note, however, that 21% were living in households comprising two or more
families and a further 24% resided with other individuals, who were either relatives or non-
relatives, Inmany of these cases, the sole parent would have been living with her or his own parents.

A majority (56%) of never married sole parents lived in rented accommodation, with a higher
proportionin public (30%) than in private (25%) rental dwellings. Although42%lived in an owner-
occupied dwelling, in 7% of cases without a morigage, the proportion who actually owned a
dwelling was probably much lower, given that one in five never married sole parents lived with
another family. Where the other family consisted of the parents of the sole parent, it seems
particularly unlikely that the sole parent owned the home.

Most never married sole mothers (81%) were not in paid employment, although 6% were employed
part-time and 12% were employed full-time, Just over one-third (36%) of never married sole fathers
were employed full-time in 1991, compared with about half in 1986. Of the never married sole
" parents who were employed, about half were working in sales, service or elementary occupations
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or as trades workers or as plant or machine operators or assemblers. Of those who were not
employed, one in six were actively seeking employment at the time of the Census.

Nearly all never marrtied sole parents (91%) had an income below $20,000, which represents less
than average female earnings in the 1990-91 year. About three-quarters had an income below
$15,000, indicating an income at sole parent benefit level or below. Nearly nine out of ten reported
receiving an income-tested Social Welfare benefit, most often Domestic Purposes Benefit, at some
time in the year preceding the Census. '

6.3 Separated or Divorced Sole Parents

At the 1991 Census, more than one half of sole parents (56%) were recorded as separated or
divorced. By comparison with the never married group, most sole parents who were separated or
divorced were older: specifically, 48% were aged between 30 and 39 years and 30% were aged
between 40 and 49 years, while only 17% were under 30 years old. Some 18% were male, which is
higher than among the never married group.

Less than half (45%) of separated/divorced sole parents had only one child, while about one-fifth
had three or more children, which again is higher than among the never married group. At72%, the
proportion who were of solely European ethnic origin was higher than for other marital status
groups. However, the proportion who were Maori (20%) still indicates an over-representation
compared with parents in two parent families (11% of whom were Maori), suggesting a higher rate
of marriage breakdown among couples where one or both pariners were Maori. This is confirmed
by Census information which shows a higher than average proportion of Maori adults were
divorced or separated.

Separated /divorced sole parents were more likely to have a higher educational qualification than
those in other marital status groups (33% had completed a tertiary qualification), although 44% had
not completed any educational qualification.

Three-quarters {76%) of separated/divorced sole parents were living with their children only,
while only 7% shared their accommeodation with another family. These figures are in contrast to
those for never married sole parents (of whom just over half lived with their children only, and a
fifth lived with other families). Also in contrast to never married sole parents, the majority (59%)
of separated/divorced sole parents lived in owner-occupied dwellings. Some 49% lived in
dwellings owned with a mortgage, while 10% lived in mortgage-free dwellings. Those in rental
dwellings were fairly evenly split between public and private renting {20% and 19% respectively).

Separated /divorced sole parents had the highest rate of employment of any marital status group.
In this group, 22% of mothers and 50% of fathers were in full-time employment. Amongst those
employed, abouttwo-fifths were in professional, technical oradministrative occupations. Amongst
those not employed, one in five were seeking employment.

In contrast to the never married group, less than sixty per cent of separated /divorced sole parents
had an income of less than $15,000. As might be expected from their higher rate of employment, a
higher proportion had incomes above benefit level, with 24% above $20,000, Nearly three-quarters
reported receipt of an income-tested benefit at some time over the past year (72%}), which, again as
expected, is lower than for the never married group.

6.4 Widowed Sole Parents

In the 1991 Census, 8% of sole parents were recorded as widowed. Widowed sole parents were
usually older than other sole parents. Three-quarters were aged over 40 years old, while, on the
other hand, only 4% were under 30 years old. The average age of youngest child was also older.
Some 39% were living with a youngest child aged over 12 years and 25% with a youngest child aged
between 9 and 12 years. More than four-fifths of the widowed group had only oneor two dependent
children. Widowed sole parents had more dependent children, on average, thannever married sole
parents, but less than separated or divorced sole parents. The proportion of widowed sole parents
who were male, 22%, was higher than for any cther marital status group.
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Maori sole parents made up 33% of the widowed group, which means that they are over-
represented in all three marital status groups. The high proportion of widowed Maori sole parents
canbe attributed to the lower life expectancy of Maori, and to the tendency for Maori women to have
given birth at an older age, leading to parenthood continuing later in life. This latter tendency
existed up until about 1980, and is not so apparent today, but was recent enough to affect the 1991
population of widows.

More widowed sole parents possessed a tertiary qualification than those who had a secondary
qualification, i.e. 26% against 17%. However, a majority (57%) of this group had completed no
educational qualification, which is more than among the separated /divorced group and similar to
the never married group.

Like separated /divorced sole parents, nearly three-quarters of the widowed were living only with
their children, including those who also had adult children living with them. As might be expected
with an older group of sole parents, adult children were more likely to be present. A further 15%
were sharing accommodation with other adults and 14% were living with another family or
families.

More than two-thirds of widowed sole parents (70%) lived in owner-occupied dwellings (a higher
rate than for either of the other two groups), while 19% were living in public rental and 7% in
privately rented dwellings. The proportion who were living in mortgage-free homes (37%) was
particularly high compared with other sole parents. This was also high compared with two parent
families, only 17% of whom lived in mortgage-free homes.

Some 15% of widows and 4£2% of widowers were employed full-time. Their rate of employment was
therefore intermediate between the lower rate for the never married group and the higher rate for
the separated/divorced group. The proportion of the widowed who were actively seeking
employment {5%) was less than half that for the other marital status groups.

The proportion of widowed sole parents with an income above $20,000 (23%) was around the same
as for separated/divorced sole parents, even though widowed sole parents had a lower rate of
employment. This suggests that some of the widowed may have sources of income apart from
benefits or employment. This is also indicated by the fact that the proportion of widowed sole
parents who reported that they had received a Social Welfare income-tested benefit in the past year
was lower (at 51%) than for either of the other two marital status groups. A further 13% reported
receipt of National Superannuation, but it seems that a number of the widowed were neither
employed nor in receipt of income from the Department of Social Welfare.

Although there was no information available on private income sources, it is likely that some were
supported by investments, an occupational pension, or life insurance payouts following the death
of their spouse.

Another significant income source for some would have been earnings-related compensation from
the Accident Compensation Corporation because of the accddental death of their spouse. Int the
1990-91 year, 9% of widowed sole parents reported receiving weekly income from the ACC.

When income was examined by housing tenure, it was found that those in higher income groups
were the ones most likely to have mortgaged homes, while those in Iower income groups were the
ones mostlikely tobe in rental housing, particularly public rental housing. This was true forall three
marital status groups.
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Chapter 7
SOLE PARENTS AND EMPLOYMENT

7.1 Employment of Sole Parents

This section is concerned with the paid employment of sole parents. It draws on Tables 55 to 87 in
the Appendix, which are based on 1991 Census data.

In 1991, about a quarter of scle mothers and nearly half of sole fathers were employed. Sole fathers
were, in most cases, working full-time (only 9% of those in paid employment worked part-time),
while 39% of sole mothers who were in paid employment were working part-time. The definitions
of full-time and part-time employment used here are as follows: persons working 30 hours or more
per week wereconsidered to be working full-time and persons working 1 to 23 hours per week were
considered to be working part-time.

In the following discussion, and in the corresponding tables, males and females are generally
treated separately. This is because males and females have divergent rates of employment, so that
to investigate rates of participation of sole parents in the labour market, it is necessary to examine
the employment rates of male and female sole parents separately.

Sole parents who were not employed at the time of the 1991 Census are profiled in the first part of
this section, and those who were employed at that time are profiled in the second part of the section.
Sole parents who were employed part-time are not profiled separately, but as Tables 55-84 show,
they were a smaller group with characteristics generally intermediate between those of the full-time
employed and those who were not employed. In the third part of this section, factors associated with
the employment of sole parents are examined.

In comparing the characteristics of full-ime employed sole parents with those who were not
employed, the results are very similar to those which would result from a comparison between non-
beneficiary and beneficiary sole parents. This is because of the considerable congruence between
these two partitions of sole parents into two groups. The great majority of sole parents who were
not employed full-time (including those employed part-time} were benefidaries, and conversely
the great majority of those who were employed full-time were not beneficiaries. For this reason, and
because people who were currently receiving a benefit were not identified in the Census, thisreport
does not include profiles of beneficiary and non-beneficiary sole parents. As mentioned in the
introduction, a statistical profile of Domestic Purposes Benefit recipients is available from the
Management Information Systems Unit of the Department of Social Welfare. s

7.2 Sole Parents who were Not Employed at the Time of the 1991 Census

In 1991, three quarters of sole mothers (73%)} and half of sole fathers (52%) were not in paid
employment. These two groups were different from each other in some respects, but there werealso
differences between sole parents who were employed and those who were not.

For example, sole mothers who were not employed tended to be younger (45% were aged less than
30) than both sole mothers who were employed (17% were under 30) and sole fathers who were not
employed (26% were under 30). And scle fathers who were not employed tended to be younger
than employed sole fathers (of whom 15% were under 30).

In terms of marital status, sole fathers generally were more likely to be separated/divorced or
widowed and less likely to be never married than sole mothers. However, among those who were
not employed, both sole mothers and sole fathers were more likely to be never married and less
likely to be separated/divorced than those who were employed.

Some 45% of sole mothers who were not employed belonged to ethnic groups other than European,
compared with 22% of employed sole mothers. Sole fathers who were not employed were even
more likely to belong to ethnic groups other than European (52%). About half of sole mothers and
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one quarter of sole fathers who were not employed had a child of pre-school age, whereas employed
sole parents were less likely to have a child of this age. About half of the sole parents who were not
employed lived in rented accommodation, sole mothers being marginally more likely to do so. Sole
parents who were not employed were also more likely to live in a muiti-family household (14%)
than were employed sole parents.

While the great majority (80%) reported receiving DPB at some point in the preceding year, 6% of
sole mothers and 8% of sole fathers who were not employed did not report receiving any income-
tested benefit or income maintenance over this period. While some under-reporting of benefits is
a possibility (as noted in Section 3.3), it also seems likely that some sole fathers, in particular, had
incomes which derived neither from employment nor from Social Welfare benefits. Some widowed
sole mothers were also likely to have been in this situation {see Section 6.4}, and possibly some
Pacific Islands sole parents as well (see Section 5.4).

Turning to income, 81% of sole mothers and 81% of sole fathers who were not employed had an
income below $15,000.

7.3 Sole Parents who were Employed at the Time of the 1951 Census

One in every six sole parents was a sole father, and members of this sub-group were more likely to
be employed (48%, compared with 27% of sole mothers in 1991). Among those who had paid jobs,
sole fathers were more likely than sole mothers to be employed fult-time. Two-fifths of employed
sole mothers were employed part-time, compared with only one in eleven employed sole fathers.

Employed sole parents were more likely to be of European ethnicity, and this was particularly true
for mothers who were employed part-time (81%).

The likelihood of employment varied according to marital status, although the picture was
complicated by differential sex effects. The highest rate of employment, whether full-ime or part-
time, was among separated or divorced sole parents, while the lowest employmentrate was among
never rnarried sole parents, Itshould be borne in mind, however, that within this pattern there were
also different rates of employment among males and females.

Thus, although more never married sole parents were outside the workforce than among other
marital status groups, more than a third of never married sole fathers (36%) were employed full-
time, while only 10% of never married sole mothers had full-time jobs. Sex was also an important
factor in the employment rates of widowed scle parents (42% of the males and 15% of the females
were employed full-time) and separated or divorced sole parents (50% of the males and 22% of the
females were employed full-time).

Nine-tenths of both male and female sole parents who were employed full-time had either one or
two children, while sole parents who were not employed were slightly more likely to have larger
families. Sole parents who had paid jobs were also more likely to have older children. For example,
only 18% of sole mothers who were employed full-time had youngest children aged less than 5
years old. This is in confrast to sole mothers who were not employed, more than half of whom had
a child of pre-school age. The pattern for sole fathers was similar, although much less marked: 22%
of those who were employed full-time had youngest children aged less than 5, while a third of sole
fathers who were not employed had children aged less than 5.

Employed sole mothers were more likely to live in Auckland or some other main urban area and
less likety to live in minor urban or rural areas than those who were not employed. This finding did
not hold for sole fathers, since both the employed and the not employed had a similar distribution
in terms of location. A majority of employed sole parents lived in an owner-occupied dwelling with
a mortgage, unlike those who were not employed, who were more likely to live in rental
accommodation. Employed sole parents were more likely to live in a household which included
adudt children, which reflects the fact that their children were generally older, or, in other words,
they were at a later stage in the family life cycle. Employed sole parents were also less likely to live
in a mult-family household.
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It is clear from Tables 57 and 58 that the prime age group for employment for both sole mothers and
sole fathers was between 30 and 49 years of age. Of those sole parents who were employed full-time,
77% were aged 30-49, whereas only 46% of those not employed were aged 30-49. Employment rates
were highest in the 40-49 year age group, with 48% of sole mothers and 63% of sole fathers in
employment. Sole fathers were generally older, with 79% aged over 30 years compared with 62%
of sole mothers. However, of those in full-time employment, 85% of both sole mothers and sole
fathers were aged over 30. The age distributions of employed sole mothers and sole fathers were
more similar than for those not empleyed, therefore.

As might be expected, employed sole parents had incomes which were generally higher than those
who were not employed. For example, 62% of full-time employed sole mothers had an annual
income above $20,000, compared with just 3% of sole mothers who were not employed. Of
particular interest is the extent to which sole fathers who were empleyed full-time had higher
incomes than sole mothers who were employed full-time. An income above $30,000 was reported
by 25% of sole mothers and 41% of sole fathers who were employed full-time. This was despite the
fact that the eduicational levels of the two groups were broadly similar. Full-time employed sole
mothers were more likely than full-time employed sole fathers to have an educational qualification
(74% compared with 66%), and slightly more likely to have a tertiary qualification (49% compared
with 47%).

There was a sizeable group of full-time employed sole parents (comprising 25% of mothersand 11%
of fathers) who reported receiving an income-tested benefit such as DPB, at some time in the twelve
months prior to the Census. This gives some indication of movement on and off the DPB. If 25% of
full-time employed sole mothers had been on a benefit in the previous twelve months, it is
reasonable to assume that a larger proportion of the sub-group of sole mothers in employment will
have been on a benefit at some time during the whole period of their sole parenthood.

Amongst sole mothers who were employed full-time, occupations in the professional/technical
and clerical areas were the most common. Such occupations were less common amongst part-time
employed sole mothers, however, where service and sales occupations were more common.
Employed sole fathers were more likely to be plant or machine operators or assemblers or trades
workers.

7.4 Factors Associated With Sole Parents” Employment

A survey of female sole parents by Wylie (1980) found alink between education and work skillsand
the probability of being in employment. A strong association between sole parents’ educational
qualifications and their rate of employment was also found in a previous study of 1981 Census data
{(Dominick, Rochford and Robb, 1988), as well as in the 1986 Census profile report. Comparative
figures from the 1991 Census confirm that this association remained just as strong five years on. For
example, 31% of sole mothers with a tertiary qualification were employed full-time, compared with
9% of sole mothers with no educational qualification.

Another strong assodation found in both 1981 and 1986 was that between employment and age of
youngest child. Again this association remained strong in 1991. The full-time employment rate of
sole mothers rose steadily with age of youngest child, from 7% for sole mothers with a pre-school
age child to 43% when the youngest child was aged over 15. The employment rate of sole fathers
also increased with age of youngest child, but it began, and remained, at a higher level, from 35%
when the youngest child was a pre-schooler to 66% where the youngest child was aged over 15.

Another study, concerned with the labour force participation of married women in New Zealand
(Hall, 1987), also showed a strong association between rates of employment and both women’s
education and the age of their youngest dependent child. In 1984-85, married women with no
secondary qualifications had a full-time employment rate of 17%, compared with 28% for those
with secondary qualifications. Married mothers with a pre-school aged child had a full-time
employment rate of 8%, compared with 32% for those whose youngest dependent child was aged
thirteen or over. The strong influence of age of children and education onlabour force participation
is not unique to sole parents, therefore, and is simnilarly strong for mothers in two parent families.
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When education was cross-tabulated by employment within different categories of age of youngest
child (Table 72), it was found that the association between education and employment was similar
in each category. Within each category of age of youngest child, more than two thirds of sole parents
employed full-time reported having a qualification, while more than half of those not employed
had no educational qualification. This indicates that the twin effects of education and age of
youngest child on employment rates are relatively independent of each other. The combined effect
of these two factors resulted in full-time employment rates which ranged from 6% among those
with a pre-school child and no educational qualification to 62% among those who had a tertiary
qualification and whose youngest child was aged sixteen or over. When these rates of full-time
employment were also broken down by sex the range was extended further, from 3% among sole
mothers with a pre-school child and no educational qualifications to 73% among sole fathers with
a tertiary qualification and a youngest child aged sixteen or over.

The sex of the sole parent remained a key influence on the likelihood of employment in 1991.
However, as shown in Table 12, the gap between male and female sole parent employment rates
has decreased since 1976. This is due to a faster declining employment rate among sole fathers than
among sole mothers. In fact, berefit figures show that sole fathers make up the fastest growing
component of the DPB population, increasing by 118% between 1981 and 1986, and by a further
167% between 31 March 1986 and 31 March 1991. As at 31 March 1951 there were 9,047 sole fathers
in receipt of DPB, which indicates that more than half of all sole fathers may now be beneficiaries
(compared with one in six in 1981). It seems that sole fathers are moving towards the same pattern
of benefit take-up as sole mothers.

Ethnicity was also associated with employment of sole parents. European sole parents were most
likely to be in employment (35% of sole mothers and 61% of sole fathers were employed full-time
or part-time in 1991), while Maori sole parents were least likely to be employed (15% of sole mothers
and 30% of sole fathers). Pacific Islands sole parents had rates of employment which were only
slightly above those of Maori sole parents (17% of sole mothers and 35% of sole fathers).

When age of youngest child and education were also taken into account, however, the differences
in employment rates between ethnic groups were not as great (see Table 85). The gap between the
rates of employment of Maori and European sole parents was not large if their youngest child was
aged eight years orunder, whilePacific Islands sole parents and sole parents of “other” ethnicorigin
with children aged eight or less had higher employment rates than either Maori or European sole
parents. A large majority of Maori and Pacific Islands sole parents had a youngest child aged eight
years or under (74% and 75% respectively). Where the youngest child was aged nine years or over,
Maori sole parents had lower rates of employment than both Pacific Islands and European sole
parents with similar educational backgrounds. European sole parents had the highest rates of
employment when the youngest child was aged nine years or over.

Marital status, too, showed an association with employment (as noted above), separated /divorced
sole parents having the highest employment rate (36% of sole mothers and 55% of sole fathers were
employed full-time or pari-time), followed by widowed sole parents (27% and 46% respectively
were employed), while never married sole parents were least likely to be employed (16% and 40%
respectively). Itshould be noted that some of this effect may be due to the above results for ethnicity,
since there were different distributions of marital status within different ethnic groups. The age of
youngest child would also have had aninfluence, since never married sole parents were more likely
to have younger children. However, even within each category of age of youngest child, never
married sole parents had lower rates of employment than those who were separated or divorced,
as shown by Table 86. ‘

Widowed sole parents had intermediate rates of employment amongst those with a youngest child
aged under nine years, but the lowest rates where the youngest child was aged nine years or older.
In fact, their employment rates were markedly lower than those of both never married and
separated /divorced sole parenis where the youngest child was aged thirteen years or over. Itis not
clear why this pattern applied to widowed sole parents in particular, but it may be that those with
older children were more likely to have received an insurance payout or a significant inheritance
from the deceased spouse, making it possible for them to have an income above benefit level
without being in paid employment.
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There may also have been an age cohort effect operating in respect of this widowed group.
Widowed sole parents had an older age structure than other sole parents, and widows with older
children were likely to be an older sub-group within this group. These women would have been
froma generation with less paid workexperience and subject to less expectation of paid labour force
participation than more recent generations.

Another factor associated with employment was the number of children in the family. The more
children a sole parent had, the less likely the sole parent was to be employed. Those with one child
had a full-time employment rate of 25%, compared with 20% for those with two children and 13%
for those with three or more children.

However, these differences are partially due to the fact that those with several children were more
likely to have at least one child aged under five years. When employment rates were examined
within each category of age of youngest child, the effect of number of children on employment is
not as great. Having two children rather than one reduced the employment rate only of those sole
parents who had a child aged under nine years, or a youngest child aged 16-18 years. The reduction
in the employmentrate of those with a pre-school child was from 12% (of sole parents with one child
aged under five) to 8% (of sole parents with two children, at least one of whom was aged under five).

The employment rates of sole parents whose youngest child was aged nine years or over were not
affected by the number of children they had, except for the small number with four or more children
the youngest of whom was aged $-12 years, and the very small number with two children aged 16-
18 years. Number of children mainly affected the employment rates of sole parents with younger
children, therefore.

Age also influenced employment. The peak age for employment was 4049 years at the time of the
1991 Census (39% of this group were employed full-time), with the Jowest rates occurring amongst
those aged over 60 (7%) and under 30 (9%). Location was also associated with employment, with
sole parents who were located outside the main urban areas having a lower rate of full-time
employment (19%, compared with 22% of those living in main urban areas).
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Chapter 8
-DISCUSSION

This profile of sole parents reinforces the conclusion reached in the previous 1986 profile: sole
parents cannot be regarded as a homogeneous population. Although an increased proportion were
beneficiaries in 1991, there was still a great deal of diversity amongst different sub-groups in terms
ofagestructure, housing tenure, household type, educational background, rate of employment and
income.

Sodal policy which is aimed at sole parents needs to have regard to the diverse nature of this
population. Policies which may be appropriate for one group of sole parents may not be effective
for other groups, and a multi-strand approach may be called for to meet the needs of particular
groups.

Maori sole parents were a large and fast growing group, in relation both fo the total sole parent
population and to the total Maori population. An important finding of this study was that, even
within the relatively disadvantaged population of sole parents, Maori sole parents formed a
disadvantaged group relative to European sole parents. This was indicated by their lower levels of
income, employment, education, occupation and housing tenure. This finding was true in both 1986
and 1991, and there is no evidence of any lessening of the relative disadvantage.

It could be argued that improving the economic position of Maori one parent families is one of the
most important requirements for Maori economic development. With 44% of Maori families being
one parent familjes, and approximately 88% of these being supported by income-tested benefits, an
estimated 38% of all Maori families with children are headed by sole parent beneficiaries. This
compares with an estimated 8% of all Maori families with children which are two parent families
supported by Unemployment Benefit. It is clear that the current level of benefit dependency in the
Maori family population is largely due to the numbers of sole parent beneficiaries, most of whom
are women receiving the DPB. '

It cannot be assumed that any future economic growth which leads to falling unemployment will
change this situation greatly. Although sole parent beneficiary numbers have stabilised in recent
years, there is no evidence of a downward trend. In previous times of falling unemployment, such
as in 1984-85, the number of sole parent beneficiaries continued to increase. Even during the full
employment conditions of the mid-1970's, the majority of sole parents were beneficiaries.

[ 1991 only 12% of Maori sole parents were in full-time paid employment. A general decrease in
the rate of Maori unemployment will ot necessarily benefit the majority of economically disadvan-
taged Maori families, therefore, unless it leads to a substantial increase in the rate of employment
amongst Maori sole parents. Developing strategies which promote the employment of Maori sole
mothers in well-paying jobs could do a great deal to improve the economic well-being of Maori
families, and perhaps this should be a key goal for those concerned with Maori economic
development,

Pacific Islands sole parents were also relatively disadvantaged within the sole parent population,
with characteristics closer to Maori than to European sole parents. The population of PacificIslands
sole parents grew faster than any other ethnic group between 1986 and 1991. With one in every three
families being a sole parent family, facilitating the paid employment of sole parents is a key issue
for the economic well-being of Pacific Islands families also.

The differences between the marital status groups remained similarin 1991 to those found in 1986.
In spite of the expansion of the never married group, there was still a marked degree of age
separation between the three groups. More than two thirds of the never married were aged under
30, three quarters of the separated /divorced were aged 30-49 and nearly half the widowed were
over 50years of age. This age separation contributed to many of the differences between the groups,
for example on characteristics such as age of children and housing tenure. Because never married
sole parents are more likely to have young children and less likely to be employed, the growth of
this group (from 15% of the sole parent population in 1981 to 36% in 1991) has contributed to the
decline in the overall employment rate of sole parents.
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The rate of full-time paid employment amongst sole parents decreased from 27% in 1986 to 21% in
1991, a sharper decline than that experienced during the two previous inter-censal periods. The
three mostimportant factors associated with sole parents’ employment wereidentified in both 1986
and 1991 as gender, educaton and age of youngest child. As the previous report suggested,
vocational training and childcare may be key issues to be considered in the development of policies
to promote the employment of sole parents.

Most of the demographic trends in the sole parent population between 1976 and 1991 represent
faster growth amongst groups with lower rates of paid employment: those with younger children,
those never married, Maori and Pacific Islands sole parents. If these trends continue, any policies
aimed at increasing the overall paid employment rate of sole parents may face difficulties. For
example, any gains made by introducing a work test for those with older children may be offset by
the increased proportion of sole parents with younger children.

The Census shows that the majority of sole parents (58%) are not in the paid labour force {either full-
time or part-time), because they are neither employed nor actively seeking employment. If policies
were to be designed to encourage more of those in this group to seek employment, it is likely that
those with educational qualifications and clder children would be the most successful in obtaining
jobs. .

So even if policies are effective in facilitating increased sole parent employment, those most likely
to benefit are middle class separated/divorced Pakeha sole parents living in owner-occupier
dwellings. Those who arguably need training or paid employment experience the most are those
with young children and no educational qualifications, who are most likely to become long-term
beneficiaries, but this is the group which is the most difficult to facilitate into employment. This
latter group is more likely to include never married Maori and Pacific Islands sole parents living
in rental accommodation. Given the high proportion of Maori and Pacific [slands families headed
by sole parent beneficiaries, it may be necessary to develop policies specifically tailored to theneeds
of these groups in order to facilitate their movement into paid employment more effectively. Such
policies would ideally be developed in partnership with Maori and Pacific Islands peoples.

Even if the trend of an increasing rate of benefit take-up by sole parents can be reversed {as
happened in Australia in the 1980s), the current high level of benefit take-up suggests that the
majority of sole parents in New Zealand will continue to be supported by benefits for some years
to come. New Zealand is not unique in having a majority of sole parents supported by social
security, since in many OECD countries a sizable proportion (40% - 80%) of the sole parent
population is supported by some form of sodial security. However, New Zealand is at the high end
of this range, with a higher level of benefit take-up than most countries.

New Zealand is not unique in having a sole parent population which has grown in recent decades
either, since this has also happened in many other OECD countries. Growth in the sole parent
population seems to be a long term socio-demographic trend common to most OECD countries,
which might suggest that it is a trend not easily reversed, although New Zealand is not bound to
follow overseas trends.

However, until there is some evidence of a reduction in the sole parent population in this country,
it may be necessary to accept that a significant proportion of New Zealand's family population will
be one parent families and that the majority of these will continue to be supported in full or in part
by Social Welfare benefits unless there is a substantial increase in the full-time paid employment
rate of sole parents. While future economic growth can be expected to lead to a sizable reduction
in the number of people on Unemployment Benefit, sole parent beneficiary numbers may not
reduce at the same rate.

Changes in the characteristics of the DPB recipient population since the 1991 Census suggest that
the 1991 benefit reforms have had an impact on trends in the sole parent population. Apart from
the abrupt stalling of growth in total DPB numbers, by March 1993 there had been a decline in the
number of people on DPB aged under 30 years, including a particularly sharp decrease in the
number aged under 20 years. The number of sole parents on DPB who were formerly partnered has
also decreased, although the number who were never parinered has increased. The number of sole
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parents on DPB whose youngest ¢hild is aged under 7 years has remained static since March 1991,
suggesting that the 1986-91 growth in the population of sole parents with younger children has
since stalled. The Child Support scheme which replaced the Liable Parent Contribution scheme in
July 1992 is designed to deliver an increased level of child support from non-custodial parents to
those sole parents who are not beneficiaries. This policy change may have a positive influence on
the full-ime employment rate of sole parents in the future,

Alongside policies designed to reduce benefit dependency there may be a case for periodicreviews
of provisions for those sole parents who, for whatever reason, remain on a benefit. As long as
substantial numbers of sole parents receive income support then the appropriate form and
structure of Social Welfare benefits and other types of assistance will remain an ongoing policy
issue. There may need to be further consideration of other ways of providing resources to sole
parents who remain outside the paid labour force in the long term.

With one in every four families being a one parent family in 1991, and one in every five families
being a one parent family supported by an income-tested benefit, interest in the sole parent
population is likely to remain high. This study provides an up-dated information base on sole
parents from the 1991 Census, and it is intended that further updates from future Censuses will
allow for the continued monitoring of trends in this fast changing population. A demographic
profile such as this can also be regarded as a starting point for further research and development
of policy options aimed at enhancing the well-being of sole parents.
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Table 1:
Incidence of Sole Parenthood Per Cent Families, 1976 to 1991

Inter-  Average One Par

One Inter- Censal Annual Families

Parent Censal Increase Increase Total  Per Cent

Year Families Increase PerCent  Per Cent  Families  Families

1976 46,360 NA NA NA 463,006 10

1981 61,030 14,670 32 6 461,211 13

1986 B1,867 20,837 3 6 455,330 18

1991 110,055 28,188 34 6 449,736 24

Table 2a:
Rate of DPB/WB Take-Up Among Sole Parents, 1976 to 1991 (Census Tables)
Year

Sacial Welfare 1976 ) 1981 1986 . 1991

Benefits Received (%) (%) (%) (%)

DPB 25 49 54 66

Widows Benefit 12 8 5 2

Non-DPB/WB 63 43 42 32

Total 100 100 100 100

n (46360) (61030) (81867) (106788)

Missing Values = - - - 3273

Table 2b:
Rate of DPB/WB Take-Up Among Sole Parents, 1976 to 1991 (Department of Social Welfare
Records)

Year

Social Welfare 1976 1981 1986 1991
Benefits Received (%) (%) (%) (%)
DPB 46 61 73 85
Widows Benefit 14 9 5 3
Non-DBP/WB 4 31 23 i1
Total 100 100 100 100
n (46360} (61030} (81867) (110055}
Table 3:
Estimated Rates Of DPB/WB Take-Up Among Sole Parents, 1976 to 1991

All Sole DPB plus DPB/WB Non-DPB/WB

Parents Widows Ben Per Cent Sole

(Censits) D.5.W.} All Sole Parents
Year 1 2) Parents (1)-(2)
1976 46,360 27,688 60 18,672
1581 61,030 42,348 69 18,682
1986 81,867 63,380 77 18,487
1991 110,055 97,420 89 12,635



Table 4:
Marita] Status of Sole Parent, 1976 to 1991

Year
1976 1981 1986 1991

Marital Status (%) (%) (%) (%)
Never Married 10 15 26 36
Separated /Divorced 66 68 62 56
Widowed 24 17 11 8
Total 100 100 100 100
n (46260) (60420) (80619} (107235}
Missing Values = 100 610 . . 1248 2820
Table 5:
Number of Dependent Children of Sole Parent, 1976 to 1991

Year
Number of 1976 1981 1986 1991
Dependent Children (%) (%) (%) (%)
1 45 49 52 53
2 31 32 32 30
3 14 13 12 11
4 6 5 X
5 or More 4 2 1 1
Total 100 _ 100 100 - 100
n (46360) (61030} (81867) {110055)
Table 6:
Age of Youngest Child of Sole Parent, 1976 to 1991

Year
Age of youngest 1976 1981 1986 1991
Child (%) (%) (%) (%)
04 Years 33 32 35 42
5-8 Years 24 24 22 21
9-12 Years 21 24 2] 18
13-15 Years 17 15 17 14
16-18 Years 6 5 4 5
Total 100 100 100 100
n (46360) (61030) (81867} (110055}




Table 7:
Tenure of Sole Parent’s Dwelling, 1976 to 1991

Year
1976 1981 19386 1991
Type of Tenure (%) (%) (%) (%)
Mortgage Free 17 12 13 n
Mortgaged 37 41 41 43
TOTAL OWNING 54 53 54 54
Private Rental NA 21 21 20
Public Rental NA 25 23 24
TOTAL RENTING 44 45 44 44
Rent Free 2 2 2 2
Total 100 100 100 100
n (46090) (60720} {81210) (107700}
Missing Values = 270 310 657 2355
Tabie 8:
Household Type of Sole Parent Family, 1976 to 1991
Year
1976 1981 1986 1991
Household Type . (%) (%) {%) (%)
One Family, Dependent
Children Only 55 61 56 58
One Family, Dependent
and Adult Children 15 15 13 10
One Family and
Individual Relatives 7 6 8 8
One Family and
Unrelated Individuals 11 9 9 12
Two Families 11 9 13 11
More Than Two
Families 1 1 2 1
Total 100 100 100 100
n (46360) {61030) {81357) {110055)
Missing Values = - - 510 -
Table 9;
Location of Sole Parent’s Dwelling, 1976 to 1991
Year
Location of 1976 1981 1986 1991
Dwelling (%) (%) (%) (%)
Auckland 30 29 28 27
Other Urban* 59 61 62 63
Rural 12 10 i1 10
Total 100 100 100 100
n (46360) (61030} (81357) (110055}
Missing Values = - - 510 -

* Other Main Urban Areas, Secondary Urban Areas, and Minor Urban Areas combined.
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Table 10:
Sole Parents, 1976 to 1991, by Ethnicity of Parent

Year
Ethnicity : 1976 1981 1986 1991
of Parent (%) (%) (%) (%)
European 76 73 67 62
Maori 19 20 26 29
Pacific Islands 3 5 5 7
Other 2 2 2 2
Total 100 100 100 100
n (46360) (61030) (81867) (107772}
Missing Values = - - . 2283
Table 11:
Population Rates of Sole Parenthood for Maori and Non-Maori, 1976 to 1991
Year
Inncrease in Rate
Ethnicity 1976 1986 1991 Per Cent
Maori
Sole Parents 8,890 20,913 31,509
Total Sub-Pop 188,490 247,017 271,803
Rate/1000 47 85 116 146%
Non-Maori
Sole Parents 37470 60,954 76,263
Total Sub-Pop 2,012,688 2,221,284 2,318,484
Rate /1000 19 27 33 7%
Ratio Maort te Non-
Maori Rate 25 31 3.5
Table 12:
Hours Employed by Sex of Sole Parent, 1976 to 1991
) Year
Hours 1976 1981 1986 1991
Sex  Employed (%) (%) (%) (%)
Female
Nil 60 65 68 73
Part-Time 15 13 11 11
Full-Time 25 22 22 17
Total 100 100 ' 100 £ 100
n (38280) (51660) (71001) (91284)
Male
Nil 17 24 35 52
Part-Time 2 2 4 4
Full-Time 81 74 61 44
Total 100 100 100 - 100
n (7030) (8580) (10866) (17850)
Missing Values = 1050 790 - 918



Table 13a:
One and Two Parent Families by Parents’ Ethnicity in the 1991 Census

Parents’ Ethnicity One Parent . Two Parents

(%) (%)
European 62 74
Maori 29 7
Maori and Non-Maori NA 9
Pacific Islands 7 5
Other 2. 5
Total 100 100
n (107769) (325041)

Missing Values = 16923

Table 13b: :
One and Two Parent Families by Children’s Ethnicity in the 1991 Census
Children’s Ethnicity One Parent Two Parents
(%) (%)
European 53 75
Maor 37 15
Pacific Islands 7 5
Other 2 4
Total 100 100
n (103662) (324285)

Missing Values = 21783

Table 14: - :
One and Two Parent Families by Age of Youngest Child in the 1991 Census
Age of One Parent Tweo Parents
Youngest Child (%) (%)

0-4 Years 42 45

5-8 Years 21 19

9-12 Years 18 18

13-14 Years 9 9

15 Years 5 4

16-17 Years 5 5

18 Years 0 0

Total 100 100

n o (110055) (339678)
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Table 15:
One and Two Parent Families by Number of Dependent Children in the 1991 Census

Number of Omne Parent Two Parents
Dependent Children (%) %)
1 53 34
2 30 40
3 11 19
4 &
5 or More 1 2
Total 100 100
n (110055} (339678}
Table 16:
One and Two Parent Families by Income in the 1991 Census
Income One Pm'eﬁt Two Parents
(%) (%)
Below $15,000 . 64 7
$15,000-$20,000 17 7
$20,001-$30,000 11 18
Above $30,000 7 68
Total 100 100
n (102540) (386203)

Missing Values = 60987

Table 17:

One and Two Parent Families by Hours Employed of Mother in the 1991 Census
Hours Employed " One Parent Two Parents

of Mother (%) (%)

Nil 73 42

1-19 Hours 7 16

20-29 Hours 3 11

30 Hours or More 17 31

Total 100 100

n (91284) (334722)

Missing Values = 5709

Table 18:

One and Two Parent Families by Hours Employed of Father in the 1991 Census
Hours Employed One Parent Two Parents

of Father (%) (%)

Nil 52 14

1-19 Hours

20-29 Hours 2 2

30 Hours or More 44 83

Total 100 100

n {17850) (328929)

Missing Values = 10926



Table 19:
One and Two Parent Families by Educational Qualification of Mother in the 1991 Census

Highest Educational One Parent Two Parents
Qualification of (%) (%)
Mother

None 49 31
Secondary 24 30
Tertiary 27 38
Total 100 100
n (91281) - (334722)

Missing Values = 5706

Table 20:

One and Two Parent Families by Educational Qualification of Father in the 1991 Census
Highest Educational One Parent Two Parents

Qualification of (%) (%)

Father

None 49 30

Secondary 16 19

Tertary 34 51

Total 100 100

n (17853) (328929)

Missing Values = 10926

Table 21:

One and Two Parent Families by Occupation of Employed Mothers in the 1991 Census
Occupation of Orte Parent Two Parents
Mother (%) (%)
Professional / Technical 29 26
Administrative/Managerial 8 9
Clerks 24 26
Sales /Service 20 17
Agricultural /Forestry /Fishing 4 9
Trades/Machine Operators 7 6
Elementary 8 7
Total 100 100
n (24252) (191205)

Missing Values = 1398
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Table 22:
One and Two Parent Families by Employment Status of Mother in the 1991 Census

Employment Status One Parent Two Parents
of Mother (%) (%)
Employed 27 58
Seeking Employment 12 4
Not Seeking Employment 62 38
Total 100 100
n (90627) (331389)

Missing Values = 9696

Table 23:

One and Two Parent Families by Occupation of Employed Fathers in the 1991 Census
Occupation of One Parent Two Parents
Father (%) (%)
Professional /Technical 19 23
Administrative/Managerial 13 18
Clerks 4 3
Sales/Service 7 6
Agricultural/Forestry /Fishing 12 13
Trades/Machine Operators 35 31
Elementary 10 6
Tatal 100 100
n (8367) (281046)

Missing Values = 405

Table 24:

One and Two Parent Families by Employment Status of Father in the 1991 Census
Employment Status One Parent Two Parents

of Father (%) (%}

Employed 47 86

Secking Employment 13 6

Not Seeking Employment 40 8

Total 100 100

n (17622) (325683)

Missing Values = 14403
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Table 25:
One and Two Parent Families by Location of Dwelling in the 1991 Census

Location of One Parent Two Parents
Duwelling (%) (%)
Auckland Urban 27 25
Other Main Urban 45 41
Secondary Urban 8 8
Minor Urban 10 2
Ruyal 10 18
Total 100 100
n (110055) (339678)
Table 26:
One and Two Parent Families by Household Type in the 1991 Census
Household Type One Parent Two Parents
(%) (%)

Ome Family, Dependent

Children only 58 78
One Family, Dependent

and Adult Children 10 14
QOmne Family and

Individual Relatives 8 4
Crne Family and

Unrelated Individuals 12 2
Two or more Families 13 2
Total 100 100
n (110055) (339678)
Table 27:
One and Two Parent Families by Housing Tenure in the 1991 Census
Housing Tenure One Parent Two Parents

(%) (%)

Mortgaged 43 64
Mortgage Free 11 17
Private Rental 20 9
Public Rental 24 6
Rent Free 2 3
Total 100 100
n (107700) (337092)

Missing Values = 4944
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Table 28:

Ethnicity by Age of Sole Parent in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Age of Sole European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Parent (%) (%) (%) (%)
15-19 Years 3 3 3 3
20-24 Years 10 19 15 6
25-29 Years 16 23 21 12
30-32 Years 41 32 32 39
40-49 Years 25 12 18 3
50-59 Years 4 5 7 6
60+ Years 1 3 5 2
Total 100 100 100 100
n (66300) (31509) (7959) (2007)
Missing Values = 2286
Table 29:
Ethnicity by Sex of 5ole Parent in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Sex of Sole European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Parent (%) (%) (%) (%)
Male 16 16 17 2
Female 84 84 83 78
Total 100 100 100 100
n (66300) (31509) (7959) (2007)
Missing Values = 2286
Table 30:
Ethnicity by Marital Status of Sole Parent in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Marital Status European Maori - Pacificls. Other
of Sole Parent (%) (%) (%) (%)
Never Married 28 53 4 15
Separated /divorced 65 39 45 70
Widowed 7 9 11 14
Total 100 100 100 106
n (66009) (31206) (7836} (1962)

Missing Values = 3039
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Table 31:

Ethnicity of Sole Parent by Age of Youngest Child in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Age of Youngest European Maori Pacific Is, Other
Child ' (%) (%) (%) " (%)
0-4 Years 36 53 57 32
5-8 Years 21 20 18 20
9-12 Years 19 15 14 22
13-15 Years 17 10 9 18
16-18 Years 7 2 3 9
Total 100 100 100 100
n (66300) {31509 (7959 (2007
Missing Values = 2283
Table 32:
Ethnicity of Sole Parent by Number of Dependent Children in the 1991 Census
Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Number of European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Dependent Children (%) (%) (%) (%)
1 56 50 45 54
2 31 29 29 30
3 10 13 15 11
4 5 7 3
5 or More 1 2 4 1
Total 100 100 100 100
o (66300) (31509) (7959) (2007)
Missing Values = 2283
Table 33:
Ethnicity of Sole Parent by Household Type in the 1991 Census
Ethnicity of Sole Parent
European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Household Type (%) (%) (%) (%)
One Family, Dependent
Children only 64 50 41 52
One Family, Dependent
and Adult Children 10 8 10 11
One Family and
Individual Relatives 5 13 15 12
One Family and
Unrelated Individuals 12 9 7 9
Twa or more Families 8 19 27 16
Total 100 100 100 100
n (66300} (31509) {(7959) (2007)

Missing Values = 2283
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Table 34:

Ethnicity of Sole Parent by Location of Dwelling in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent

Location of European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Duwelling (%) (%) (%) (%)
Auckland Urban 22 23 71 53
Other Main Urban 49 42 24 37
Secondary Urban 9 7 3
Minor Urban 10 15 3
Rural 10 13 3
Total 100 100 100 100
n (66300) (31509 (7959) (2007)
Missing Values = 2283
Table 35:
Ethnicity by Highest Educational Qualification of Sole Parent in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Highest Educational European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Qualification (%) (%) (%) (%)
None 40 66 59 36
Secondary 25 17 23 28
Tertiary 35 17 18 36
Total 100 100 100 100
n (66300} (31509 (7959) (2007)

Missing Values = 2283



Table 36:

Ethnicity by Income by Marital Status of Sole Parent in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Marital European Maori  Pacificls. " Other
Status Income (%) (%) (%) (%)
Never Married
Below $15,000 75 83 77 66
$15,000-$20,000 14 11 14 14
$20,001-$30,000 7 5 8 16
Above $30,000 4 i 1 4
Total 100 100 100 100
n (17868) (15195) (3024) 279)
Separated/Divorced
Below $15,000 50 72 70 58
$15,000-$20,000 22 15 16 18
$20,001-$30,000 15 B 11 13
Above $30,000 12 4 2 11
Total 100 100 100 100
n (42096) (11244) (3078) (1272)
Widowed
Below $15,000 49 78 77 59
$15,000-$20,000 18 12 11 19
$20,001-$30,000 17 7 9 14
Above $30,000 16 3 3 8
Total 100 100 . 100 100
n (4308) (2493) (777) 264
All
Below $15,000 57 78 74 59
$15,000-$20,000 20 13 14 17
$20,001-$30,000 13 7 10 14
Above $30,000 10 2 2 9
Total 100 100 100 100
n (64458) (29124) {6933) {1827)

Missing Values = 8157 for figures by Marital Status, 7716 for ‘All’ category
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Table 37:
Ethnicity of Sole Parent by Housing Tenure by Marital Status in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Marital  Housing European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Status Tenure (%) (%) (%) (%)
Never Married .
Mortgaged 40 30 24 28
Mortgage Free 7 7 4 18
Private Rental 29 22 20 32
Public Rental 21 38 50 16
Rent Free 2 3 1 6
Total : 100 100 100 190
n : (18294) (16185) (3373) {300)
Separated /Divorced
Mortgaged 55 37 30 39
Mortgage Free - 11 7 3 19
Private Rental 19 18 13 27
Public Rental 14 35 52 12
Rent Free ' 2 3 1 2
Total 100 100 100 100
n (42783) (11880) (3447) (1356)
Widowed
Mortgaged 36 29 31 35
Mortgage Free 46 32 - 13 29
Private Rental 7 7 8 17
Public Rental 10 26 46 14
Rent Free 2 5 2 5
Total 100 100 100 100
n (4362) (2634) (873) (282)
All
Mortgaged 49 33 27 37
Mortgage Free 12 9 5 20
Private Rental 21 19 16 27
Public Rental 16 36 50 13
Rent Free 2 3 1 3
Total 100 100 100 160
n (65700) {30981) (7815) (1377)

Missing Values = 4284 for figures by Marital Status, 3588 for ‘All’ category
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Table 38:

Ethnicity of Sole Parent by Age by Marita] Status in the 1991 Census

- Age of Sole Parent in Years

Ethnicity Marital 15-13 20-24 25-29 30-39 40+
Status (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
European :
Never Married 98 - 83 50 18 5
Separated/Divorced 2 17 49 78 80
Widowed 0 0 1 4 16
Total 100 100 100 100 100
n (1698) 6912) {10467} (26724) (20205)
Maori
Never Married 98 90 69 39 11
Separated/Divorced 2 10 - 30 57 - 55
Widowed 0 0 1 4 34
Total 100 100 100 100 100
n {1662) (5898) {7047) (10137} (6462}
Padcific Islands
Never Married 95 79 60 39 14
Separated/Divorced 5 20 38 57 54
Widowed 0 1 2 4 32
Total 100 10C 100 100 100
n (222} {1188) (1632} (2487) {2301)
Other
Never Married 93 60 32 11 "3
Separated /Divorced 7 38 63 79 73
Widowed 0 2 5 10 24
Total 100 100 100 100 100
n (45) (126} (234) - (774 {783
Missing Values = 3051
Table 39: _
Ethnicity of Sole Parent by Income Support Received in the 1991 Census
Efthnicity of Sole Parent
Income Support European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Received (%) (%) (%) (%)
DPB 65 72 57 33
Widows’ 2 3 3 3
UB 3 8 10 8
Sickn/Invalids’ 1 2 2 1
ACC 2 1 1 1
National Super 1 2 2 1
Other or none 26 12 25 53
Total 100 100 100 100
n (65916) {31182) 7770} (1920)

Missing Values = 3273
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Table 40:

Ethnicity of Sole Parent by Hours Employed in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Hours European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Employed (%) (%) (%) (%)
Nil 61 83 80 64
1-29 Hours 13 5 4 7
30 Hours or more 26 12 16 29
Total 100 100 100 100
It (66300} (31509) (7959) (2007)
Missing Values = 2283
Table 41:
Ethnicity by Occupation of Employed Sole Parents in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent

European Maori Pacific Is. Other

Occupation (%) (%) (%) (%)
Professional/Technical 25 19 14 21
Administrative/

Managerial 10 4 3 16
Clerks 20 17 20 17
Sales/Service 17 16 15 19
Agricultural /Forestry /

Fishing 6 7 2 3
Trades/Machine

Operators 12 20 27 17
Elementary 7 17 19 6
Total ' 100 100 100 100
n (25248) (5067} {1536) (699)
Missing Values = 3162
Table 42:

Ethnicity of Sole Parent by Employment Status in the 1991 Census
Ethnicity of Sole Parent
European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Employment Status (%) (%) : (%) (%)
Employed 38 16 19 35
Seeking Employment 11 14 10 S
Not Seeking

Employment 51 69 70 56
Total 100 100 100 100
n (65799) {31218 (7884) (1983)

Missing Values = 3162
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Table 43:
Marital Status by Sex of Sole Parent in the 1991 Census

Marital Status
Sex of Never Married Separated/Divorced Widowed
Sole Parent (%) (%) (%)
Female 89 82 78
Male 11 18 22
Total 100 100 100
n (38715) (60222) (8301)

Missing Values = 2820

Table 44:
Marital Status by Age of Sole Parent in the 1991 Census

Marital Status
Age of Never Married Separated/Divorced Widowed
Sole Parent (%) (%) (%)
15-19 Years _ 9 0 0
20-24 Years 31 3 1
25-29 Years 29 13 3
30-39 Years 26 48 21
4049 Years 30 33
50-59 Years 1 5 22
60+ Years 0 1 20
Total 100 100 100
n (38715) (60222) (8301)

Missing Values = 2820

Table 45: a .
Marital Status of Sole Parent by Age of Youngest Child in the 1991 Census
Marital Status of Sole Parent

Age of Never Married Separated/Divorced Widowed
Youngest Child (%) (%) (%)
0-4 Years 68 30 18
5-8 Years 17 23 17
9-12 Years 9 22 25
13-15 Years 5 18 27
16-18 Years 1 7 12
Total 100 100 100

n (38715) (60222) (8301)

Missing Values = 2820
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Table 46:
Marital Status of Sole Parent by Number of Dependent Children in the 1991 Census

Marital Status of Sole Parent

Number of Never Married Separated/Divorced - - Widowed
Dependent Children (%) (%) (%)
1 65 45 57
2 24 35 29
3 8 14 10
4 o 4 3
5 or More 1 2 1
Total 100 100 100
n (38715) (60222) (8301)

Missing Values = 2820

Table 47:

Marital Status by Educational Qualification of Sole Parent in the 1991 Census

Highest Educational Marital Status

Qualification of Newver Married Separated/Divorced Widowed
Sole Parent (%) (%) (%)
None 55 a4 57
Secondary 24 23 17
Tertiary 21 33 26
Total 100 100 100
n (38715) {60222) {8301}

Missing Values = 2820

Table 49:

Marital Status of Sole Parent by Household Type in the 1991 Census

Marital Status of Sole Parent

Household Type Never Married Separated/Divorced Widowed
(%) (%) (%)

One Family, Dependent

Children only 53 63
Ome Family, Dependent

and Adult Children 2 13
One Family and

Individual Relatives 12 6 8
One Family and

Unrelated Individuals 13 1 7
Two or more Families 21 7 14
Total 100 100 100
n (38715) (60222) (8301)

Missing Values = 2820



Table 50:
Marital Status of Sole Parent by Income Support Received in the 1991 Census

Marital Status of Sole Parent

Income Support - Never Married Separated/Divorced Widowed
Received (%) (%) (%)
DPB 78 65 14
Widows’ 0. 0 3
UB 7 4 4
Sickness/Invalids’ 2 1 2
ACC 1 1 9
National Super 0 1 13
Other or none 12 28 26
Tatal 100 100 100
n (38445) (59811) (8187)

Missing Values = 3618

Table 51:
Marital Status by Occupation of Employed Sole Parents in the 1991 Census

Marital Status of Sole Parent

Occupation Never Married Separated/Divorced Widowed

(%) (%) (%)
Professional/Technical 20 29 28
Administrative/

Managerial 5 10 10
Clerks 19 20 17
Sales/Service 20 16 13
Agricultural/Forestry/

Fishing 7 5 9
Trades/Machine

Operators 17 13 15
Elementary 13 8 8
Total 100 - 100 100
n (6984) (23025) (2481)

Missing Values = 3684

Table 52:
Marital Status of Sole Parent by Employment Status in the 1991 Census

Marital Status of Sole Parent

Employment Never Married Separated/Divorced Widowed
Status (%) (%) (%)
Employed 18 39 30
Seeking Employment 14 12 5
Not Seeking

Employment 68 50 65
Total 100 100 100
n (38481) (59673) (8208

Missing Values = 3684
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Table 53:
Marital Status of Sole Parent by Income in the 1991 Census

Marital Status of Sole Parent

Income Never Married - Separated/Divorced Widowed

(%) (%) (%)
Below $15,000 78 56 61
$15,000-$20,000 13 21 15
$20,001-$30,000 7 13 13
Above $30,000 2 10 10
Total 100 100 100
n (36450) (57801) (7842)

Missing Values = 7959
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Table 54:

Income by Housing Tenure by Marital Status of Sole Parent in the 1991 Census

Income of Sole Parent
Marital  Housing Below $15,000- $20,001- Above
Stafus Tenure $15,000 $20,000 $30,600 $30,600
(%) (%) {%e) (%)
Never Married
Mortgaged 3 35 42 56
Mortgage Free 7 6 9 12
Private Rental 24 35 24
Public Rental 33 23 18 6
Rent Free 2 2 3 2
Total 100 100 100 100
n {28215} (4593} (2361} 873
Separated /Divorced
Mortgaged 44 52 58 66
Mortgage Free g 9 12 14
Private Rental 18 23 19 14
Public Rental 27 14 9 4
Rent Free 2 2 2 2
Total 100 100 100 100
nt (31887) (11781) 730 (5835}
Widowed
Mortgaged 29 35 38 47
Mortgage Free 35 40 45 45
Private Rental 7 10 6 5
Public Rental 25 12 9 3
Rent Free 4 2 2 1
Total 100 100 100 100
n (4728) {1203) (996) (804}
All
Mortgaged 38 47 53 62
Mortgage Free 1 10 15 17
Private Rental 20 25 20 15
Public Rental 30 16 1 4
Rent Free 2 2 2 2
Total 100 100 100 100
n (64830) (17577) {11088) (7512)

Missing Values = 9048
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Table 55:

Howrs Employed by Marital Status of Sole Mother in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed
Marital Status Nil Part-Tine Full-Time
of Sole Mother (%) (%) (%)
Never Married 44 23 2
Separated /Divorced 48 69 72
Widowed 7 8 6
Total 100 100 100
n (65346} (9591) {15222}

Missing Values = 1875

Table 56:
Hours Employed by Marital Status of Sole Father in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed
Marital Status Nil Part-Time Full-Time
of Sole Father (%) (%) (%)
Never Married 29 21 1%
Separated/Divorced 59 69 71
Widowed 12 10 10
Total 100 100 100
n 8529) (783) (6545}
Missing Values = 948
Table 57:
Hours Employed by Age of Sole Mother in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed
Age of Nil Part-Time Full-Time
Sole Mother {%) (%) {%)
15-19 Years 5 1 1
20-24 Years 18 6 5
25-26 Years - 2 14 10
30-39 Years 35 47 43
40-49 Years _ 13 28 37
50-59 Years 4 4 5
60+ Years 2 0 Y
Total 100 100 100
n (66381) (9609) (15300}

Missing Values = 747



Table 58:

Hours Employed by Age of Sole Father in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed
Age of Nil Part-Time Full-Time
Sole Father (%) (%) (%)
15-19 Years 2 2 1
20-24 Years 3 5 5
25-79 Years 16 10 9
30-39 Years 37 39 34
4049 Years 21 31 39
50-59 Years 8 12 10
60+ Years 7 3 1
Total 100 100 100
n (9252) (789) (7815)
Missing Values = 171
Table 59:
Hours Employed by Ethnicity of Sole Mother in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed
Ethnicity of Nil Part-Time Full-Time
Sole Mother (%) (%) (%)
European 55 81 76
Maori 35 15 16
Pacific Islands 8 3 6
Other 2 1 2
Total 100 100 100
n (65679) (9585) (15267)
Missing Values = 1494
Table 60:
Hours Employed by Ethnicity of Sole Father in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed
Ethnicity of Nil Part-Time Full-Time
Sole Father (%) (%) (%)
European 43 71 75
Maori 40 22 17
Pacific Islands 10 5 6
Other 2 3 3
Total 100 100 100
n (8661) (786) (7797)

Missing Values = 789



Table 61:
Hours Employed by Ethnicity by Marital Status of Sole Parent in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Parent

Marital  Ethnicity Nil Part-Time Full-Time
Status (%) (%) (%)
Never Married
European 45 66 56
Maori 45 28 31
Pacific Islands 9 6 11
Other 1 1 2
Total 100 100 100
n (31425) (2373} (4827}
Separated / Divorced
European 65 85 82
Maori 26 11 12
Pacific Islands 7 2 4
Other 2 2 3
Total 100 100 100
n (36573) (7134) (16392)
Widowed
European dd 78 72
Maori 39 17 19
Pacific Islands 13 3 5
Other 4 2 4
Total : 100 100 100
n (5718) (831} (1731}
All
European 55 80 76
Maori 35 15 16
Pacific Islands g 3 6
Other - 2 1 2
Total 100 100 100
n (74340) (10371} (23064)

Missing Values = 2283



Table 62:

Hours Employed of Scle Mother by Age of Youngest Child in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Mother

Age of Nil Part-Time Full-Time
Youngest Child (%) (%) (%)
0-4 Years 55 27 18
5-8 Years 20 26 19
5-12 Years 14 24 25
13-15 Years 9 17 26
16-18 Years 3 6 12
Total 100 100 100
n (66381} (9609} (15300

Missing Values = 747

Table 63:

Hours Employed of Sole Father by Age of Youngest Child in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Father

Age of Nit Part-Time Full-Time
Youngest Child (%} %) (%)
04 Years 32 22 2
5-8 Years 26 22 18
9-12 Years 22 25 23
13-15 Years 17 22 27
16-18 Years 4 9 11
Total 100 100 100
n {9252) {789) (7815}

Missing Values = 171

Table 64:
Age of Youngest Child by Sole Mother’s Full-Time Employment in the 1991 Census
Age of Youngest Child

Sole Mother's Full-Time 0-4 5-8 9-12 13-15 16-18
Employment (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Employed 7 15 25 34 43
Not Employed 93 85 75 66 57
Total 100 100 100 100 100
n (41520} (18564} (15387} (11475) (4344)

Missing Values = 747



Table 65:

Age of Youngest Child by Sole Father’s Full-Time Employment in the 1991 Census

Age of Youngest Child

Sole Father's Full-Time 0-4 5-8 9-12 13-15 16-18
Employment (%} (%) (%) (%) (%)
Employed 35 35 45 55 66
Not Employed 65 65 55 45 34
Total 100 106 160 100 100
n (4812) (3978) {3987) (38100 (1269}

Missing Values = 171

Table 66:

Hours Employed of Sole Mother by Number of Dependent Children in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Mother

Number of Nil Part-Tine Full-Time
Dependent Children (%) (%) (%)
1 50 50 61
2 31 3B 29
3 13 12 8
4 5 2
5 or More 2 1 0]
Total 100 100 100
n (66381} (9606} {15300)

Missing, Values =747

Table 67:

Hours Employed of Sole Father by Number of Dependent Children in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Father

Number of Nil Part-Time - Full-Time
Dependent Children (%) {%) {%)
1 80 63 63
2 26 27 27
3 9 g 8
4 2 2
5 or More 1 1 1
Total 100 100 100
n {9252} (789} - (7815)

Missing Values = 171



Table 68:

Hours Employed by Educational Qualification of Sole Mother in the 1991 Census

Highest Educational Hours Employed

Qualification Nil Part-Time Full-Time
of Sole Mother (%) (%) (%)
Nene 57 34 26
Secondary 23 29 24
Tertiary 20 38 49
Total 100 100 100
n (66381) (9609) (15300)

Missing Values = 747

Table 69:

Hours Employed by Educational Qualification of Sole Father in the 1991 Census
Highest Educational Hours Employed

Qualification il Part-Time Full-Time

of Sole Father (%) (%) (%}

None 63 41 34
Secondary 14 17 19
Tertiary 23 42 47

Total 100 100 100

n (9252) (789) {7815}

Missing Values =171

Table 70

Educational Qualification by Sole Mother's Full-Time Employment in the 1991 Census

Educational Qualification

Sole Mother's No Secondary Tertiary
Full-Time Qualification

Employment (%) (%} {%)
Employed g 17 31
Not Employed 91 83 69
Total 100 100 100
n (44928) (21756} {24603}

Missing Values = 747

Table 71:

Educational Qualification by Sole Father's Full-Time Employment in the 1991 Census

Educational Qualification

Sole Father’s No Secondary Tertiary
Full-Time Qualification

Employment (%) (%) {%)
Employed 30 52 &0
Not Employed 70 48 40
Total 100 100 100
n (8832) {2916} (6102}

Missing Values = 171
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Table 72:
Hours Empleyed by Educational Qualification of Sole Parent by Age of Youngest Child in
the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Parent
Age of Highest

Youngest Educational Nit  Part-Time Full-Time
Child Qualification (%) (%) (%)
04 Years
None . 56 29 30
Secondary 24 32 26
Tertiary 19 39
Total 100 100 100
n {39138} (2757} {4434)
5.8 Years
None _ 57 31 27
Secondary 21 30 23
Tertary 22 39 50
Total 100 100 100
n (15657} (2637) (4251)
912 Years
None 60 37 27
Secondary 18 26 22
Tertiary ol 37 51
Total 100 100 100
n (11202) {2505) (5673)
13-15 Years
None 61 4] 3
Secondary 17 22 21
Tertiary 22 37 49
Total 100 100 100
n (7431) (1812) (6039}
16-18 Years
None 56 39 29
Secondary 19 22 22
Tertiary 25 39 49
Total 100 100 100
n {2205) (693) (2715)

Missing Values = 918
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Table 73:
Hours Employed of Sole Mother by Household Type in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Mother

Household Type . Nil Part-Time Full-Time
(%) (%) (%)}
One Family, Dependent
Children only 59 67 57
One Family, Dependent
and Adult Children 8 12 15
One Family and
Individual Relatives 9 5 7
One Family and
Unrelated Individuals 10 9 12
Two or more Families 14 7 9
Total 100 100 100
n (66381) (9609) {13300

Missing Values = 747

Table 74:
Hours Employed of Sole Father by Household Type in the 1931 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Father

Household Type Nil Pari-Time Full-Time
(%} (%) {%)
One Family, Dependent
Children only 52 56 80
One Family, Dependent
and Adult Children 8 10 12
One Family and
Individual Relatives 9 7 8
One Family and
Unrelated Individuals 15 17 19
Two or more Families 15 10 10
Total 100 100 100
n (9252} (789 (7815}

Missing Values = 171

Table 75;
Hours Employed of Sole Mother by Location of Dwelling in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Mother

Location of Nil Part-Time Full-Time
Dwelling (%} (%) (%)
Auckland Urban 28 20 31
Other Main Urban 45 51 48
Secondary Urban 8 9 7
Minor Urban 11 10 8
Rural 9 10 7
Total 100 100 100
n (66381} {9609) (15300}

Missing Values = 747



Table 76:
Hours Employed of Sole Father by Location of Dwelling in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Father

Location of . Nil Part-Time Fuli-Time
Dawelling {%) (%) (%)
Auckland Urban 25 2 26
Qther Main Urban 41 40 40
Secondary Urban 7 8 8
Minor Urban 12 11 10
Rural 16 19 17
Total 100 100 100
n {9252) {789} (7815)

Missing Values = 171

Table 77:
Hours Employed of Sole Mother by Housing Tenure in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Mother

Housing Tenure Nil Part-Time Full-Time

(%) (%) (%)
Mortgaged 37 53 56
Mortgage Free 9 15 14
Private Rental 22 16 17
Public Rental 30 15 11
Rent Free 2 2 2
Total 100 100 100
n {65115) 9510 (15156}

Missing Values = 2247

Table 78:
Hours Employed of Sole Father by Housing Tenure in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Father

Housing Tenure Nil Part-Time Full-Time

(%) (%) (%)
Mortgaged 37 43 55
Mortgage Free 14 18 14
Private Rental 21 19 19
Public Rental 25 11 8
Rent Free 3 4 4
Total 100 ' 100 100
n ' (8547} {777) (7638)

Missing Values = 1002



Table 79:
Hours Employed of Sole Mother by Income Support Received in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Mother

Income Support Nil Part-Time Full-Time
Received (%) (%) (%}
DPB 83 73 21
Widows' 3 3 1
UB 4 2 2
Sicless/Invalids’ 2 1 1
ACC 1 2 2
National Super 1 0 0
Qther or none & 19 73
Total 100 100 100
n (65436) (9564) (15147}

Missing Values = 1881

Table 80:
Hours Employed of Sole Father by Income Support Received in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Father

Tncome Support Nit Part-Time Full-Time
Received %) %) (%}
DPB 60 39 5
Widows’ G G 0
UB 19 10 5
Sickness/Invalids’ 4 1 1
ACC 3 5 3
National Super 5 2 1
COther or none 8 42 85
Total 100 100 100
It {8535) (774} {7569}

Missing Values = 1149



Table 81:
Hours Employed by Occupation of Employed Sole Mothers in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Mother

Occupation Part-Time Full-Time

(%) (%)
Professional /Technical 20 35
Administrative/

Managerial 2 11
Clerks 2 26
Sales/Service 33 12
Agricultural /Forestry /

Fishing 4 3
Trades/Machine

Cperators 5 7
Elementary 13 5
Total 100 100
n (9312) (14940)

Missing Values = 1398

Table 82:
Hours Empleyed by Occupation of Employed Sole Fathers in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Father

Occupation Part-Time Full-Time

(%) (%)
Professional /Technical 19 19
Administrative/

Managerial 4 14
Clerks 4 4
Sales/Service 12 6
Agricultural /Forestry /

Fishing 14 12
Trades/Machine

Operators 34 35
Elementary 13 10
Totat 100 100
n (759) (7608}

Missing Values =405
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Tabie 83:

Hours Employed of Sole Mother by Income in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Mother

Income Nil Part-Time Full-Time

(%) (%) (%)
Below $15,000 . 81 54 18
$15,000-$20,000 15 34 19
$20,001-$30,000 9 38
Above $30,000 1 25
Total 100 100 100
n (61581} (9462) (15078}

Missing Values = 5913

Table 84:

Hours Employed of Sole Father by Income in the 1991 Census

Hours Employed of Sole Father

Income Nil Part-Time Full-Time

{%) (%) (%}
Below $15,000 81 44 14
$15,000-$20,000 13 25 14
$20,001-$30,000 4 19 31
Above $30,000 2 12 41
Total 106 100 100
n {8022) (771} (7629)

Missing Values = 1599



Table 85:

Rate of Full-Time Employment of Sole Parent by Ethnicity by Age of Youngest Child by

Secondary Qualification in the 1991 Census

Ethnicity of Sole Parent
Age of
Youngest Secondary European Maori Pacific Is. Other
Child Qualification (% Employed Full-Time}
0-4 Years
No Qualification 6 5 g 17
Qualification 15 11 16 26
5-8 Years
No Qualification 12 9 13 18
Qualification 28 20 25 3¢
9-12 Years
Neo Qualification 20 - 14 17 19
Qualification 43 29 34 39
13-18 Years
No Qualification 34 1% 19 24
Qualification 56 39 44 42
Total 26 12 16 29
n (66300} {3150%) (7959) (20073

Missing Values = 2283

Table 86:
Rate of Full-Time Employment of Sole Parent by Marital Status by Age of Youngest Child in
the 1991 Census

Maritgl Status of Sole Parent
Age of Never Married Separated/Divorced Widowed
Youngest Child (% Employed Full-Time)
0-4 Years 8 12 11
5.8 Years 16 21 17
9-12 Years 24 33 2
13-15 Years 36 44 25
16-18 Years 44 53 30
Total 12 27 21
n (38715) (60222} (8301)

Missing Values = 2820
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Table 87:;

Rate of Full-Time Employment of Sole Parent by Age of Youngest Child by Number of

Children in the 1991 Census
Number of Children

Age of Youngest 1 2 3 44
Child (% Employed Full-Time)

0-4 Years 12 8 8 6
58 Years 21 18 16 14
9-12 Years 28 32 29 18
13-15 Years 39 42 36 38
16-18 Years 49 40 - -
Total 25 20 14 8
n (58062) (33168} (12450} {5436)

Missing Values = 915
Percentages have been omitted where n is less than 20
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